Dirt Trail Task Force Recommendations for Policy
Council has revised the Dirt Trail Policy with the
help of residents from each division contributing to
the Task Force. The complete policy is available on
the website. Council and staff would like to thank
the dedication each member put forth, and will be
looking at similar task force opportunities for other
policies as they arise.
A set of recommendations that will address the issues and
achieve a desirable future for Dirt Trail Road Allowances
was created.
Recommended changes to the policy would include an
order of priority for regular maintenance or upgrades to
Dirt Trail Road Allowances.
This criteria may include the following:
 Trails experiencing high weight and high volumes of
traffic on a regular basis
 Trails with chronic maintenance concerns
 Trails that provide connectivity to existing developed
road network
 Trails with minimal environmental barriers such as
water or encroaching trees
 Trails that are landlocked or dead-end trails, where
other alternate travel routes are available.
 The County should also not be obligated to ensure
access to grain bin or bags placed on Dirt Trail Road
Allowances. Producers place these at their own risk.
 Annual maintenance plans will be evaluated in
conjunction with the location of other established road
maintenance or construction programs. These
programs may include the Road Master Plan, Shoulder
Pull and the Roadside Shoulder Spraying Programs.
 Administration will provide recommendations for
amendments to the current policy and circulate to the
Committee for comments prior to presentation to
Council for amendment.

Box 400
Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0

April 2016
On behalf of Council, I would like to extend an invitation to the Kneehill County Community Meeting
being held on April 21st at the Trochu Community Centre. You are welcome to attend the entire evening or stop
in for a visit. The Open House portion of the evening will include information booths and conversations with
Councillors and department heads. Beef on a bun will be served starting at 5:30 pm, followed by a Report to the
Community session in regards to 2015 project successes, as well as background information on why we make
the decisions we do as Council. Mr. Doug Griffiths will then take the stage to provide us with an unique perspective on Alberta
municipalities from a political side as a long term elected Member of the Legislative Assembly in several ministries,
particularly as Minister of Municipal Affairs. The evening will be packed with information, municipal successes, as well as next
steps for Kneehill County as we build for our future.
- Reeve Bob Long

Economic Development in Kneehill County

FIRE BAN
IN EFFECT
in Kneehill County
As of April 8th, 2016,
all permits which were
issued prior to this date
are void. Please visit the
Kneehill County website
for the complete
Fire Services Bylaw
or Alberta Fire Bans
website for updates

Investment and retention attraction in Kneehill County requires reassessing the
region and its amenities, values and ability to promote. The region has a good road
network, rail network and undeveloped land in both urban and rural areas, as well as
communities with great services (recreation, educational, cultural and quality of life).
Economic development will focus on the promotion of the strengths within our
region, including existing business retention and expansion.
Tourism promotion is a base start to build awareness for attraction and visitors.
Tourism focuses on quality of life promotion which aids in the aspects of visitation,
residential, commercial and industrial development potential to businesses looking
to invest in the larger region of east central Alberta. Tourism marketing is a good base
to promote these qualities of an area.
The County continues to fostering tourism in the region, developing
“Rockies 2 Badlands Parkway” and the “Tourism Investment Symposium” initiatives.
These will work as a base to build awareness beyond the region
in which Kneehill County is the place to invest, live, work and play.

Farm Safety Tips working around power lines
The Kneehill County Administration
Building opened its doors for business on
March 7, 2016 located at 1600, 2nd
Street NE in Three Hills, Alberta. Council
held its first regular meeting on March 8,
2016, welcoming the public and staff to
this new beginning. Our new Administration building was built with the future in
mind. The design has incorporated
elements that will make any future
growth easy and cost effective.

The technology incorporated throughout
the building will allow us to compete well
into the next generation.
The Medical Clinic wing on the west side
of the building will be open for business
in May 2016. Kneehill County was able to
construct a new and enhanced medical
clinic which will increase the regions
visibility and in doing so make it more
attractive for new doctors to settle in the
County and to entice those doctors
currently here to stay here in the County
or in the area.
With the assistance of provincial grant
funding, MSI (municipal sustainability

initiative) in particular, the new building
has been completed without borrowed
money and with no increases in taxes
required to pay for the new building.
That fact coupled with the project
coming in on time and under budget, is a
win-win and is the envy of many other
municipalities.


Administration Building 15,960 Sq ft




Medical Clinic is 10,000 Sq ft
Project Total Budget: $11,750,000


Includes $750,000 for ASB Shop
Addition



$11,000,000 is for the entire
Medical Clinic/Kneehill County
Administration Building



Intersection
re-build
cost,
as per Alberta Transportation,
is included in budget.



Building Reserves of $8.8 Million



Provincial Grants of $2.9 Million

Household
Hazardous Waste
Roundup
10am to 2pm
Kneehill County Shop
205 1st Ave SW Three Hills

Today’s farm equipment is bigger than ever which can mean big problems when you’re working
around power lines. Stay safe with these tips:
1. Check the height of your equipment. If you’re buying it new, confirm the height, update your
GPS with any changes and consider your route to ensure you can cross safely under power lines.
Exercise caution if equipment is higher than 4.1 metres.
2. Stay seven metres away from power lines. Keep this in mind when operating grain augers or air
seeders, or when lifting truck boxes or back hoes.
3. Stack and store wisely. Whether it’s a grain bin or bale storage, stack and store it seven metres
away from power lines.
4. Plan before moving tall equipment. Map your route and
locate any overhead power lines. If you don’t know whether it’s
safe to cross under or work near a power line,
call ATCO Electric for help: 1-855-277-1670.

For more safety tips, visit atcoelectric.com

Invasive weed control remains an Agricultural Service Board (ASB) priority. Please contact
the Agriculture Services Department to report any invasive weed sightings, for more
information on these weeds, or on any of the below control programs (403) 443-5541
or toll free 1-866-443-5541.
Roadside & Shoulder Spraying
Complying with the Alberta Weed Control Act, during the 2016 season starting in May,
ASB staff will complete first a 2-foot road surface/shoulder spray to control vegetation
encroachment on all county owned gravel roads. Once this is, completed ASB staff will
continue with their annual roadside spraying program by traveling all roads between Township Road 32-4 and to the north county boarder. The two ASB spray trucks will be spraying a
residual herbicide and comply with policy leaving a one meter buffer strip between the road
allowance and the adjacent landowners property. In addition to this all roadside spraying
will stop 30 meters upon and resume 30m after a farmstead or residence, where buildings
and trees are within 30 meters of the road allowance. This area is the responsibility of the
adjacent landowner and in the situation where noxious weeds are present; the Ag Fieldman
will participate with the landowner to gain control.
Public Lands Spraying
Throughout the 2016 season the Kneehill County ASB will also be intermittently spraying for
invasive weeds on county owned public lands these include cemeteries, recreational areas
such as parks, campgrounds and hamlet spaces as well as any other Kneehill County owned
lands.
Urban and Rural Weed Inspections In the 2016 season Kneehill County Weed Inspector’s
will be traveling throughout the county on the lookout for invasive weeds as designated
under the Alberta Invasive Weeds Act. Upon discovery of such weeds inspectors will inform
the land owner and assist them in determining the best method of control for the specific
weed identified on their property. Rural
inspections are done continually throughout the growing season and complete
urban inspections of Trochu, Three Hills,
Carbon, Linden, Acme, and all Kneehill
Program purpose statement
County Hamlets will be done. Staff are
This program shares the cost of investments that improve energy efficiency on
always happy to assist in determining the
farms. This enables producers to conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions.
best method’s of invasive weed control
and more information can be found by
The Growing Forward 2 On-Farm Energy Management Program addresses three
visiting www.kneehillcounty.com.
important industry priorities.

On-Farm Energy
Management



Increased industry competitiveness.



Improved environmental stewardship.



Improved energy management.

What kinds of projects are eligible? (but ar e not limited to):


Construction projects that install high-efficiency equipment from
the program’s Funding List



Retrofit projects that improve the operation’s energy usage per unit
of production



Installation of submeters to monitor on-farm electricity and/or natural
gas usage

The Next Step Towards
Sustainable Agriculture

Administration Office
NEW Hours
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
NEW Address
#1600, 2nd Street NE

One-on-One with Reeve
April 25 (9-11am)
Ph: 403-443-5541
to have a coffee and
conversation with
the Reeve and/or your
Councillor.

Tax Instalment Payment Plan
TIPP is a plan by which taxpayers make consecutive monthly payments
for taxes. Payments may only be made by automatic withdrawal from a
bank account. The TIPP (Tax Instalment Payment Plan) program starts
in January and runs through December for the current tax year.
Property tax accounts on TIPPs and in good standing are exempt from
penalty. All previous levies must be paid in full to begin on the TIPP
program. Payments are withdrawn from your account by direct debit on
the first of every month. A person can join the plan at any time, provided
that they pay their tax payments from January 1st to include the month
in which they join.
Please call Caroline Siverson, Tax & Assessment/Utilities Administrator
to complete your application.

Accounts Receivable: payment options
When paying taxes, utilities and accounts receivable you have several
options. The County accepts cash, debit, credit card (not for taxes) or
cheque which can be mailed, or drop off at our administration office at
1600 – 2 Street NE, Three Hills, Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Post-dated cheques can be dropped off or mailed at any time. Please call
and confirm that we have received your payment before the deadline.
You may also pay at most financial institutions or online to
“Kneehill County Taxes” (Roll number is the account number)
”Kneehill County Utilities” (Utility Account is the account number,
drop the decimal), “Kneehill County General” (Account number consists
of 4 letters & 3 numbers)

Spring means busy Planning Department
Due to the nice weather, it is very busy for our planning department.
To ensure you can meet with a planner please make an appointment on
Mondays/Wednesdays, and some Fridays, if not out doing site
inspections. 403.443.5541

Who can participate?

Contact Information
PO Box 400 Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0
T: 1-403-443-5541
Toll Free: 1-866-443-5541
Email:
office@kneehillcounty.com

Council Contacts
Division 5 - Bob Long, Reeve
T: 403-443-5604
blong@kneehillcounty.com
Division 3 - Jerry Wittstock,
Deputy Reeve, T: 403-546-3067
jwittstock@kneehillcounty.com
Division 1 - Brian Holsworth
T: 403-572-3501
bholsworth@kneehillcounty.com
Division 2 - Carol Calhoun
T: 403-546-2655
ccalhoun@kneehillcounty.com
Division 4 - Glen Keiver
T: 403-443-7738
gkeiver@kneehillcounty.com

Division 6 - Ken Hoppins
T: 403-442-2428
khoppins@kneehillcounty.com
Division 7 - Bobby Painter
T: 403-442-2236
bpainter@kneehillcounty.com

Like Us on Facebook! Kneehill County

Producers in Alberta with a minimum of $10,000 farm commodity or livestock
production income.
How do I start?
Submit an application to the On-Farm Energy Management Program complete
with quotes for any equipment you are looking to purchase.

Please contact the Program Office at 780-427-3819
www.growingforward.alberta.ca or call 310-FARM

If you are interested in completing an
EFP contact the Environmental Farm
Plan at 780-612-9712 or our
Agriculture Department, Kneehill
County office at (403) 443-5541.

Grand Opening Celebration: Friday, July 8
12—1 pm Beef on a Bun, 2 pm Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 12—5 pm Tour of Administration Building and Medical Clinic

Operations Summary

Kneehill Area Solid Waste Transfer Station Facilities
Three Hills

Linden

Kneehill County

Acme

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm

Wed
10am-6pm

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm*
9am-5pm**

Sat
9am-5pm

Sat
9am-5pm

Sat
10am-6pm

Sat
9am-5pm

Carbon

Trochu

Sat
9am-5pm

Thurs
1-7pm*
1pm-5pm**
Fri & Sat
9am-4pm

* Summer Hours May 1 to September 30. ** Winter Hours October 1 to April 30.

Kneehill County is tendering out the following road
rebuilds for the 2016 year:
Rge Rd 26-2 south of Twp rd 31-4 to Twp Rd 31-0
and including the Twp 30-0 to Bridge,
& Rge Rd 26-2 south of Hwy 583 to
Twp Rd 31-4 will receive subgrade repairs/
ditching & recrown pull
Rge Rd 25-1 North of Hwy 587 to Twp Rd 35-0

Shoulder Pull Program
Kneehill County is also doing a shoulder pull program
this year on the following roads:
Twp Rd 35-0 between 25-2 to 24-0
Twp Rd 34-4 between Hwy 805 to Hwy 21
Twp Rd 32-4 between Hwy 21 to Rge Rd 23-0
Rge Rd 23-0 between Hwy 583 to Hwy 585
Rge Rd 22-5 between Hwy 585 to Twp Rd 34-4
Rge Rd 25-3 between Hwy 587 to County
Boundary
Rge Rd 25-2 between Hwy 587 to County
Boundary

Rge Rd 23-3 between Twp Rd 34-4 to Twp Rd 35-0

All 10 grader beats
are running with the
roamers starting on
some identified dirt
trail issues.

Dust Control
Applications
Now Available
www.kneehillcounty.com
Deadline: April 29 at 4:00 pm

Gravel crew is spreading from
stockpile in Div #1 and will be in
gravelling in the north beginning to end of April.
(Carbon has Cardboard only at Site)

Mulcher crew is working on removing brush from the
correction line in the north area. We are preparing the
areas where we will be shoulder pulling this spring.

PLEASE NOTE:
Unacceptable Materials will be Refused

BF6645 Evans bridge work will be for the first two weeks
in April with a bridge closure for repair of structure.

All loads are to be sorted and off-loaded in its
designated area as directed by the Attendant.

The Gravel Supply Tender of 150,000 tonnes has begun
stockpiling at Torrington East site. The stacker is on order,
and for now, will push with cat to build up a flat area to
place stacker on when it arrives in April.
Roads are in very good shape this spring, and we are not
seeing the washouts nor the soft spots like last year.
A few culverts will require some attention in April when
the frost is gone.
Operations staff have worked in the Wimborne radio tower
site to install new flooring and a new door.
Operations supplied (2) staff members for the testing of
the soil for at the Wimborne service station last Tuesday
for finance to be able to record in our financial statements.

*At this time, Kneehill County does not accept
Ag Plastics at their landfills. However, we have
an Ag Plastics Roller in our rental equipment.

Transfer bins: Bagged household garbage only
Dry Rubble: Inert waste only (Building/Demolition material, Concrete, etc.)
Scrap Metal: Sorted
White Metal: Appliances
Wire: Must be coiled
Tires: Car & truck only, no rims
Pesticide Containers: Washed, punctured (to avoid re-use)
Twine: Must be bagged (Bags available at County office)
Burning Pit: Non-treated / non-painted wood, tree branches

Thank you for your Cooperation!

E-Waste: TV's, computers, printers, etc.

Plastic Net Wrap & Baling Twine
Large collection bags which fit into 45 gal. barrels are available
compliments of Kneehill County for used plastic bale twine and
plastic net wrap. The collection bags are available for pick up at
the County Office.
A designated collection area for full bags has been made
available at the Three Hills County Transfer Site.
These bags must be tied shut and must only contain used plastic
twine and plastic net wrap which is FREE of STRAW,
METAL, MANURE, MUD and WOOD.

 
 

Unacceptable Material for Recycling Bags:
Plastic Wrap and Bags & Organic Materials

