Agriculture Services Board Rental Equipment
Ag. Plastic Roller
Open burning of
agricultural plastics
releases harmful
toxins and is illegal
under the Substance Release Regulation. This
piece of equipment is used to roll used ag.
plastics such as grain bags and silage tarps into
manageable plastic rolls or “bales”. These bales
can then be stored in an environmentally safe
manner or shipped by the producer for
recycling. Call at least two weeks in advance to
ensure the availability of this equipment
(403) 443-5541.

Please Note: Ag Plastics cannot be
taken at Kneehill County landfill sites.

Solar Off-Site Livestock
Watering Trial System

Equipment Rental Rates
Ag Plastic Roller

Hayland/Pasture Leveler 35 ft.
Brillion Grass Seeder 12ft.
Herbicide Handgun Sprayer 80 gal

$50 per day min. charge
$15 per acre $250.00/day
min. charge
$150.00/day min. charge
$100.00/day min. charge
Free to 4H
$100.00/day min. charge
Free to 4H
$225.00/day min. charge
$150.00/day min. charge
$30.00/day min. charge

Insecticide Handgun Sprayer 30 gal
Skid Mount Pneumatic Spreader
Mechanical Spreader

$30.00/day min. charge
$30.00/day min. charge
$30.00/day min. charge

Solar Watering System
Forage Probe
Grass/Fert. Hand Crank Spreader
Livestock Tag Readers

$150.00/week min. chrg
Sign use agreement
Sign use agreement
Sign use agreement

No Till Drill 15 ft.
Pasture Sprayer 500 gal.
Cattle Scale 10 ft.
Portable Livestock Chute 12 ft.

Water Well
Abandonment
Program

Includes portable watering tank, hose,
solar panel, battery, floating pump,
and portable
electric
Maximum $300 per well to aid
in water well abandonment costs.
fence
Limited offer; projects subject
supplies.
to approval by ASB staff.
$150/week

Call Fallon at (403) 443-5541

Box 400
Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0

June 2015

Strategic Plan 2015-2018 Identifies Pillars of Our Future

T

he 2015-2018 Strategic Plan was accepted by
Council in January of this year. It was also
taken to the April Open House for comment, and
Council is now ready to begin the Action List
portion of the Plan. Priorities have been identified

and organized under four themes building
pathways for decision making. Under the Vision and
Mission described in the new Strategic Plan, Council
continues to develop our future, working on the
strategies identified.

Safe & Viable
Communities

Citizen
Communication

Fiscal
Sustainability

Think & Act
Regionally

Council recognizes the key to
developing communities is
the people who live in them.
Their needs and wants vary
and balancing these is
important for viable and
sustainable communities.

Council recognizes
communication is key to a
transparent and accountable
government. Citizen
engagement provides Council
with useful information to
make informed decisions.

 Enable growth through
the Land Use Bylaw

 Invite participation in local
government with a Public
Consultation Policy and
Action Plan

As elected leaders, Council
strongly believes in planning
for a stable financial future.
This means we will plan for a
future that includes tourism
and economic development
initiatives as well as multiyear infrastructure plans.

The County embraces its roll
as a partner in the Kneehill
Regional Partnership, and
continues to be a strong
advocate of collaboration
with the municipalities within
its boundaries. We rely on our
relationships to be strong and
collaborative.

 Development of services
 Marketing the Regions
opportunities through
Economic Development
 Planning for
infrastructure and
potential in our Hamlets
 Reviewing plans for fire,
emergency and
protective services.

 Promote successes of
Kneehill County through
various mediums
 Engage wider audiences
through a Social Media
Policy, including more
abilities of the new
website

Availability of Growing Forward 2 programs is
constantly changing. Sign up for their program
announcements or join their emailing list at:

 Encourage Economic
Development
 Promote tourism
 Update financial planning
policies including multiyear budgeting and long
term transportation plans
 Lobby the provincial government for sustainable
funding, bridge funding
and maintaining linear
assessment structure

 Build regional
relationships through
communications policies.
 Seek out initiatives which
we can do better together
rather than apart.
 Celebrate partnership
successes
 Identify potential shared
services and delivery
options.

For more information on
your Local Environmental
Farm Plan, contact the
Kneehill County Assistant
Agricultural Fieldman

www.growingforward.alberta.ca
OR call 310-FARM (3276)
for program specific information

Please contact 403-443-5541 if you are
interested in completing a EFP.

Kneehill County Solid Waste Transfer Station Facilities

Reeve’s Message

T

he summer months are now upon us and with the lazy hazy days of summer come some time for
reflection on the activities of the County since the beginning of the new year.

Of course the big news in 2015 was the change in Provincial Legislature. From the County’s perspective, we
are taking a wait and see approach as to what the change in direction may mean for the County on a wide
variety of issues, from financial through to environmental. County Council and Administration are daily
talking to those at the provincial level to ensure we remain forefront in the province’s mind. There will be changes, as the New
Democratic Party has a fundamentally different approach to governance, and we as a Council and a County will remain flexible and
prepared for whatever changes may come as a result of a new provincial government.

County Council has listened to the rate-payers through several open houses specific to the proposed Land Use Bylaw and has had
several Committee of the Whole Meetings dedicated to getting the new bylaw just right. Official Public Hearings for the new Land
Use Bylaw will take place some time in the fall. We are moving ahead with the “Black Dirt Trail Task Force” with the goal to arrive
at some consensus as to what the long term vision is for these trails. We have asked for resident input into this issue as you are the
primary users of these road allowances. Council is committed to the ideal of ongoing rate-payer consultation on a variety of issues,
such as Black Dirt Trails, and this has also become enshrined as one of the four pillars of our Strategic Plan.

Linden

Kneehill County(KC)

Acme

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm

Wed
10am-6pm

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm*

Sat
9am-5pm

Sat
9am-5pm

Sat
10am-6pm

Sat
9am-5pm

Carbon

Trochu

Sat
9am-5pm

Thurs
1-7pm*
Fri & Sat
9am-4pm

* Times shown are the Summer Hours starting May 1.

Our own financial position remains strong with good reserves and cash flows. The long term planning of this and previous Council’s
has put us in a great position to weather some of the anticipated changes coming out of Edmonton. The number one issue is what
direction will the new government take regarding linear tax assessment. As the vast majority of Kneehill County’s revenue is
generated through linear and industrial taxation, any change to that funding stream will have a major impact on the services the
County provides. Given our strong financial position, Council was able to hold the line on residential taxation for 2015, even though
our overall revenues were down over $500,000 from 2014.
County staff continue to forge ahead with the many projects slated for 2015. Our roads program is going ahead full steam and as of
this newsletter over 250 miles of re-gravelling has been completed. Road crews are making progress with our shoulder pull program
and that activity will continue into the fall. The Medical Clinic/Administration building construction is currently on time and on
budget with planned possession of the Administration building for mid-January of 2016. I would like to thank our County staff for
the hard work and dedication they have shown this year and I believe the product they are providing shows their capability and
commitment to public service.

Three Hills



All sites have Transfer Bins.



Dry Rubble is taken at KC site only.



Wire, Tires, Scrap Metal, and Appliances accepted
at Linden, KC and Trochu.



Pesticide Containers and Twine is accepted
at Three Hills site only.



Batteries and Paint Cans accepted at all sites
except Carbon.



E-Waste at Linden, KC, Acme and Trochu.



Ag Plastics are not taken at any of these
facilities

PLEASE NOTE: Unacceptable Materials will be Refused
Key Operating Projects:


I would like to personally take this opportunity to wish all of you a great summer, travel safe and enjoy all the good things that
Kneehill County, the Canadian Badlands, and Alberta have to offer this vacation season.

$24,480 Replacing all older water meters in the
Hamlets of Wimborne and Huxley with a more
technologically advanced meter that offers the
same reliability as the older models but are able to
provide additional valuable data such as leak
detection, tamper and reverse flow detection.
Meter reading will be more efficient as the reading
will be able to be attained from the roadside
instead of entering the yards of the residents.

Water & Waste
Budget Highlights

Bob Long, Kneehill County Reeve

Key Operating Projects:

Division 3—Jerry Wittstock,
Deputy Reeve T: 403-546-3067
jwittstock@kneehillcounty.com

Division 4—Glen Keiver
T: 403-443-7738
gkeiver@kneehillcounty.com

Division 1—Brian Holsworth
T: 403-572-3501
bholsworth@kneehillcounty.com

Division 6—Ken Hoppins
T: 403-442-2428
khoppins@kneehillcounty.com

Division 2—Carol Calhoun
T: 403-546-2655
ccalhoun@kneehillcounty.com

Division 7—Bobby Painter
T: 403-442-2236
bpainter@kneehillcounty.com

Planning
Budget Highlights

$75,000 General Municipal Servicing Standards This document will assist the County and Developers in
the design, preparation and submission of plans and
specifications for the construction of municipal
improvements such as roads, water distribution
systems and sewer systems. These standards will
ensure that any municipal improvements required to
be installed by a developer will meet long term life servicing requirements for commercial, industrial and
residential subdivision development within the County, while still being cost efficient so as not to prohibit land
development and minimize the maintenance requirements associated with the improvements.

June 24, 2015 - First wall rises on the new building.
Division 5—Bob Long, Reeve
T: 403-443-5604
blong@kneehillcounty.com

Administration Office: Hours 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
232 Main Street Box 400 Three Hills, AB. T0M 2A0 T: 1-403-443-5541 Toll Free: 1-866-443-5541 Email: office@kneehillcounty.com





$140,000 Hamlet Infrastructure Study - Kneehill County is also in the process of preparing an Infrastructure Study
for the Hamlets of Huxley, Wimborne, Swalwell and Torrington. The study will review the existing infrastructure
(roads, water distribution systems and sewer systems) within these hamlets. Based on this review the study will
assist the County in determining future infrastructure requirements and maintenance of these systems.

Grant Funding Income

Riparian/Grass Waterway
Seeding Program

Grant Source

Amount $

Applied To

MSI operating deferred

104,177.00

Hamlet Study

MSI operating

100,690.00

Tourism Rec Plan

MSI capital

2,401,888.00

Medical / Admin Building

MSI BMT

539,220.00

Medical / Admin Building

Federal Gas Tax

534,868.00

Linden West Road

Canadian Badlands Economic Dev Plan

9,105.00

Canadian Badlands

ASB program

168,359.00

ASB Operating



ASB environmental

50,000.00

ASB environmental



Alberta Community
Partnership

350,000.00

Fire training structure,
tower

FSEPP

5,000.00

Mock Disaster

Alberta Municipal Affairs

43,000.00

Finance Intern

TOTAL

$4,306,307

Protective Services
Budget Highlights

The Kneehill County Agriculture Service Board is
continuing with their riparian seeding program
through the 2015 season. Through this program land
owners can obtain grass seed and the use of the
Kneehill County seeding equipment for FREE!

Snowplowing & Grading of Road Allowances
and Private Driveways

Slope & bank stabilization

Pipeline Crossing Agreements

The Fire Services Bylaw has recently been changed.

Filter & buffer water reducing contamination
and trapping sediment

Key changes include clarification of cost to move
pipelines in our right of ways is that of the industry,
agreements are for 10 years, new standard depth of
2.5 meters for pipelines in our right of ways, similar
to other municipalities.

Riparian areas & Grass Waterways provide many
benefits including:



Increase water holding capacity



Recharge groundwater aquifers



Maintain
biodiversity

For more information
on how riparian areas
affect your property or
to learn more about this
program please contact
the Agriculture Services
Department
(403) 443-5541.

An additional Peace Officer has been hired to patrol Kneehill County. Key initiatives of the new position is Land Use
Bylaw enforcement, protecting infrastructure and community services.

We now take credit card (Visa, Mastercard) for most
payments such as camping fees, dust control, snow
removal and grading, utilities (excluding taxes).
Download the form from the website.

Procedural Bylaw

Attendants have the right to reject loads based on
material, type, volume, source, prevailing weather or
any factor affecting disposal facility operation.

Inter-Municipal Assessment Review Board Bylaw



$14,000 Torrington Mezzanine Project has been re-examined by the Torrington Fire Chief and changes are being
proposed to better suit the storage needs of this fire department.



$22,500 Torrington Breathing Air Fill Station: The Air Fill quoted in over the budgeted amount due to fluctuations in
the Canadian dollar and new requirements. Project delayed.

Is your family ready for a disaster? Prepare with these steps:
1. Know the risks in your region
2. Make a family emergency plan and practice it

3. Prepare an emergency kit for your home and vehicle
4. Be informed

Visit Alberta Emergency Management Agency www.aema.alberta.ca



Prohibited debris definition: any material that when
burned, will result in the release to the atmosphere of
dense smoke, offensive odors or a substance, the release of
which is regulated, prohibited or controlled by the
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act.
Ex: chemical containers, rubber or plastic, tires



Offence: Light a fire without a permit
Fine: $500 1st Offence



Offence: No person shall burn Prohibited Debris
Fine: $1000 1st Offence

Bi-annually, County Council distributes
grants to non-profit organizations
upon review of applications.

Solid Waste Management Bylaw

$15,000 for Office renovation for Trochu Fire Hall: Flooring tiles and cabinets being installed in July.

Capital Replacement Plan includes a patrol vehicle, wheel load scales and RADAR unit

Fire permits will be required year round

Council now has more details in regards to meeting
procedures and processes.



The Kneehill Regional Emergency Management Plan has been re-written to follow the widely known/accepted
Incident Command System (ICS). Training within Kneehill County’s staff as well as the region is a priority for 2015.



Payment Methods including Credit Card
Authorization Form

Key Capital Expenses:



Form on website!
Burning permits may now be accessed through the Kneehill County
website. Permits may also be obtained from your local Fire Dept.
Anyone in receipt of a burn permit must inform the local fire chief
before burning and supervise it at all times.

No person, except where authorized by the County,
shall enter a County landfill or transfer station for
the purpose of scavenging, picking over, scattering,
searching or burning any material. Kneehill County
landfill is a Class III facility
and is limited to accepting inert solid waste only.



BURNING
PERMITS

Key changes include the definition of a snow event
as 10cm, pre-payment for private driveway service,
requirement of signing agreement and a new list of
priority routes (1. Arterial Roads, Collector Roads,
Hamlets, Country Residential Subdivisions, Reservoir
Sites, Transfer Sites… 2. Private Driveways).

Key Operating Projects:


Bylaw & Policy
Highlights of Changes

Delegation of Clerk for Assessment Review Boards
clarification.

Notify Me
www.kneehillcounty.com
With the launch of the website in Fall 2014,
Notify Me offers residents an opportunity to
receive updates via email or texts of
important information and reminders directly
from Kneehill County Council and Staff.
Sign up today!

Non-Profit
Organization

Amount

Project

Acme and District Golf
Club
Kneehill Lacrosse Assoc.

$2,400

Update Blinds and Bathroom
at the Golf Club.
Purchase shot clock.

Three Hills Neons Swim
Club Society
Three Hills Early
Childhood Society

$3,730

Three Hills & District
Chamber of Commerce

$5,000

Wimborne Community
Center
Three Hills Golf Club

$3,677.63

Three Hills Health Care
Center Auxiliary Society

$859.58

Kneehill Historical
Society
Round One
Total Funding

$11,500

$1,164.20

$2,000

$5,000

$35,331

Re-Construct Storage
Facility for Swim Equip.
Computers and I-pads for
communication between
caregivers and parents.
Portion of costs re-stringing
the Three Hills Water Tower
with LED Lights.
Paint interior Wimborne
Community Center.
Portion of connection Golf
Course to County Water,
small water building.
Purchase equipment for
Home Care to be loaned to
patients.
To install energy efficient
ceiling and display lights.
Next deadline for applications is: October 7, 2015

Taxes
Grants
Reserves
User Fees/Other

33,300,464
261,359
3,442,379
1,580,404

$ 38,584,606

2014 Financial Statements
are available
for download at
www.kneehillcounty.com

2015 Taxation Summary

2015 Summary

2015 Operating Revenue
2015 Operating Expenses
School/Requisitions
Corporate Governance
Protective Services
Transportation Services
Environmental Services
Planning and Development
Agricultural Services
Recreation, Culture, Other
Long Term Debt Payments
Transfers to Reserves

7,809,636
3,501,105
1,305,947
7,421,951
1,650,219
467,204
773,269
590,283
2,046,098
1,855,055

$ 27,420,767

Total Operating Revenue: $ 38,584,606
Total Operating Expenses: 27,420,767

$ 11,163,839
Less:
Transfer to Gravel Projects
1,851,478
Transfer to Non TCA Projects 3,710,000
Total to TCA Projects
5,602,361
Balanced Budget



Village of Acme $95,742 for 50% Operating,
$95,742 for Capital held in reserve for future
project

5%
5%
48%
5%
<1%
3%
15%
0%
14%
<1%
5%

$ 0

The key changes to the operational budget
in 2015 was the addition of 8 new positions
to operations department and the addition
of an economic development budget.

Village of Carbon $92,680 for 50% Operating,
$92,680 for Capital held in reserve for future
project



Village of Linden $198,712 for Capital held in reserve for future project



Town of Trochu $116,744 for 50% Operating, $116,744 for Capital held
in reserve for future project



Town of Three Hills $225,095 for 50% Operating, $225,095 for Capital
held in reserve for future project

Tax Levy

Assessment

Tax Rate

Residential

$1,462,754

521,710,560

0.002803766

Farmland

$1,038,356

151,806,420

0.006840000

Non-residential

$1,703,281

133,792,460

0.012730768

$4,845,841

380,640,110

0.012730768

1,260,997,460

0.012730768

Machinery &
Equipment
Linear

2015 Regional Resource Urban Sustainability Grant Distribution:


TAXATION BYLAW
General Municipal

$16,053,466
Est. Minimum Tax $8,680
Total: $25,112,378

Residential
Non-residential
Linear
ASFF Residential & Farmland
Kneehill Housing Foundation
Farmland
Machinery & Equipment
Estimated Minimum Tax
ASFF Non-Residential
Trochu Recreation Tax
WSA Tax & Frontage Tax

Alberta School
Foundation Fund
Residential &
Farmland
Non-Residential

$1,662,610

$4,763,150
Total: $6,425,760

Council approved a mill rate increase for non-residential
assessment of 0.5. The school rates will directly cover the
requisition from the Province and are slightly below last
year’s rates. The Kneehill Foundation had an increased
requisition from the County. These are direct payments to
the Province and Foundation and we are only acting as
agent on their behalf to collect the taxes.

Kneehill Housing
Foundation
Trochu Rec Tax
Water Service Area
Tax & Frontages

$40,941

2,448,947,010

673,516,980

0.002468549

1,285,268,400
1,958,785,380

0.003705957

2,448,947,010

0.000016718

$44,575
$1,678,810

Taxation Total: $33,300,464

Key Operating Expenses:

Key Operating Expenses:





$22,500 Trees and shrubs have been planted
throughout Keiver’s Lake Campground as well as
at Swalwell Campground. We utilized our new tree
spade attachment for the bob cat which significantly help speed up the tree planting process.



$66,000 for 14 cemeteries to survey, map and digitize all records. It is planned to begin mid July and
fall completion.



$99,000 The Tourism Master Plan Request For Proposal is under its final review and will be posted late summer.



$90,000 for Roadside Bare Ground Shoulder Spraying, for vegetation on all county road surfaces. Completed.



$85,000 for Roadside Weed Control Spraying will begin in two parts: The first towards the end of June starting from
the Linden highway north to 582 and from 806 to our west border, in an effort to control White Cockle. The second
part will be completed near the end of July from the Linden highway north to Highway 27.



$165,000 for Roadside Mowing for snow control will begin on August 15th for all county owned graveled, chip sealed
and paved roads.








Shoulder Pull Program - 60 miles to be completed.
Culvert crew kept busy cleaning out or replacing
culverts working with the shoulder pull crew.
Calcium dust control requests have increased by
3000 meters over 2014.
Retriever continues to remove the berms along
roadways, 10 miles completed with more to come.
Gravel crew has already applied 250 miles.
Rip rap has been installed around the culverts at Rockhill Road. Ditch clean up to be completed shortly.
All gravel that was contracted for stockpiling has been delivered, totaling 112,000 tonne.
As of May 1, grader divisions went from 8 to 10 divisions which has shortened the average of 240 kilometers in
each division down to 190 kilometers on average, resulting in grader divisions being completed every two weeks.

Transportation
Budget Highlights

Key Capital Expenses:











Gravel Acquisition and Projects= $3.5 million (funded: $2.9 m. reserve, $0.6 operating)
Non TCA Projects – Road Projects= $3.2 million (funded from operating)
Capital Equipment – part of plan = $2.4 million (funded: $1.3 m. reserves, $1.1 m. sales )
Capital Equipment – new to plan = $1.5 million (funded: $1.0 m. operating, $0.5 m. reserves/sales)
Admin/Medical Building = $11.75 million (funded $2.9 m. grants, $8.8 m. reserves)
Operations – Building/Land Improvements = $154,000 (funded from operating)
Operations – Road Capital = $1.6 million (funded $1.1 m. operating, $0.5 m. grants)
Bridge Project = $75,000 (funded from reserve)
Contribution to Capital Equipment Reserve = $2.9 million (sales = $1.1 million)
Contribution to Water Service Area Reserve = $1.7 million

Agriculture & Parks
Budget Highlights

Key Capital Expenses:


$47,500 Swalwell Ball Diamond received all new chain-link fencing and a new
back stop as well as new paint for the outfield posts. Picnic tables, benches and
garbage/recycling bins placed at the site as well. Completed.


Swalwell Dam

$200,000 Keiver’s Lake Wash House contract signed with MMBI Construction,
to be completed be summers end.

