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Reeve’s Message
Now more than ever, the holiday season reminds us of all we have to be grateful for—our family, friends,
neighbours, and the communities surrounding us that enrich our lives. On behalf of Kneehill County Council
and administration, our best wishes to you for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
This has been a year of change at Kneehill County. I’d like to say a huge thank you to our past Councillors for
their service to our communities, and welcome, to our new and returning Councillors.
We are looking forward to working together over the
next term, starting with 2022 Budget deliberations
and Strategic Planning in the new year. Our
Committee of the Whole Meetings are now available
to watch live on YouTube just like our regular Council
meetings— we encourage you to watch, to follow
along and get engaged in Council decision making.
In this newsletter you’ll find updated contact
information for Council. If you ever have any
questions or comments, as always, staff and Council
are only a phone call away.
Stay safe and enjoy the holidays!
-Reeve Jerry Wittstock

Join Us! 2022 Council Meetings
•
•
•
•
•
•

January 11
February 8 & 22
March 8 & 22
April 12 & 26
May 10 & 24
June 14 & 28

•
•
•
•

July 19
August 16
September 13 & 27
October 11 & 25
(Organizational
Meeting)

•
•

November 15 & 29
December 13

2022 Committee of the Whole Meetings
•
•
•

January 18
February 15
April 19

•
•
•

May 17
June 21
September 20

•
•
•

October 18
November 22
December 6

Connect With Us!
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: @kneehillcounty.
Tune in to our YouTube channel to watch Council and
Committee of the Whole meetings live!
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ASB Member
Appreciation
Kneehill County’s Agricultural Service Board (ASB)
would like to thank Dave Code for his time,
commitment, and contributions to agriculture in
Kneehill County. Dave recently completed his threeyear term as a Producer Member on the ASB, from
2019-2021. Thank you for your service, Dave!

Rural Internet Speed Testing
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) is researching the
current state of broadband in rural Alberta to advocate for
improved internet connectivity in rural areas.
Highspeed rural internet is critical for economic
development, engaging in the digital economy, and working
and learning from home. The Government of Canada has
announced the goal of providing access to 50 Mbps download
and 10 Mbps upload speeds to all Canadians by 2030.
Please help the RMA gather data by running a speed test of
your rural (country) home internet.

Deputy Reeve King presents Dave Code with a plaque
for his service on the Agricultural Service Board.

Here’s how to do it:
1. Visit the Canadian Internet Registration Agency (CIRA)
Internet Performance Test page: rmalberta.com/
advocacy/toolkits-and-initiatives/cira-internetperformance-test, or search “RMA Internet Speed Test”
online, or visit kneehillcounty.com for the link.
2. Review the testing protocol, which is available at the top
of the CIRA page.
3. When you are ready to test your internet speed, click the
“Test Your Internet Speed” button and follow the
instructions.
4. Invite your rural neighbours to do the same!
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Hesketh Bridge
The Hesketh Bridge (BF #8856) was replaced in
2021 by contracted forces.

Pile installation during construction
of the bridge in Hesketh.

The original bridge was constructed in 1922 and
was designed as a steel truss structure. This
style of bridge structure significantly limits both
the weight and width of vehicles and machinery
that are able to utilize it.
The bridge was replaced with an updated
design that allows for a wider, nine-metre
unobstructed road width and limited weight
restrictions. With these improvements the
bridge will now allow for more fluid travel of
industry and agriculture throughout the region.

Construction complete!

This project was publicly tendered and was
completed under budget and ahead of
schedule.
The new Hesketh Bridge eliminates the need for the lowlevel creek crossing, which caused issues in the spring.
Heavy, wide machinery can now take the bridge instead of
detouring 24 km to get across the creek.

Operations Update
Gravel Crew
•
•
•
•

Working out of the Torrington pit and finishing the gravel
resurfacing for 2021.
Kneehill County received a total of 43 applications during
both the spring and fall Gravel Blitz Days, selling 5,476
tonnes of gravel overall.
Crews are getting equipment ready for stockpiling once
gravel crushing begins.
Installing snow fences along roadways.

Grader Operators
•
•
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Working through divisional rotations and focusing on
washboards, which have been a continuous issue this fall
due to lack of moisture.
Ready for plowing this winter with all snow wings and tips
installed on machinery.

Project Crew
•

•
•
•
•

Working on the low-level
crossing on Twp Rd
31-0A, between Rge Rd
22-2 and Hwy 836.
Finishing the last of the
culvert maintenance and
installs before winter.
Hauling clay to BF 2432
(SW-25-33-25-W4).
Prepping equipment for
brushing.
All three snowplow trucks
are ready for winter.

Crews hauling clay.

CAP: FAQ
What is the Canadian Agricultural Partnership?
The Canadian Agricultural Partnership is a federalprovincial-territorial initiative aimed at generating
economic growth in the agricultural sector and
delivering the greatest benefits for farmers, food
processors and Canadian families. Canadian
Agricultural Partnership programs help the
agriculture industry in many ways.
How do I apply for a Canadian Agricultural
Partnership program in Alberta?
To determine the application process for a program,
or to view the application form, refer to the
individual program pages on the CAP website:
cap.alberta.ca
Each program page provides access to the
program’s Terms and Conditions, application form,
and important information about program
deadlines, the application process and eligible
activities.
For a complete listing of Alberta’s Canadian
Agricultural Partnership programs and links to
individual program pages, visit cap.alberta.ca.
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Your Council
Reeve Jerry Wittstock
Division 3

Councillor Faye McGhee
Division 1

Meet Reeve Wittstock:
Born and raised on the same farm where
he currently resides, Reeve Wittstock is
starting his 21st year on Kneehill County
Council and has enjoyed meeting and
representing the ratepayers over the years.

Meet Councillor McGhee:
Born and raised in Kneehill County,
Councillor McGhee is serving her second
term on Council.

Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Kneehill Emergency Management Advisory Committee
• Aqua 7 Water Services Commission
• Central Rural Municipalities of Alberta Executive (District 2)
• Doctor Recruitment and Retention
• Kneehill Housing Corporation
• Kneehill Regional FCSS
• Mayors/Reeve’s Liaison
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees *
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*
• Red Deer River Municipal Users Group
Contact Information:
To contact Reeve Wittstock, call (403) 312-6196,
or email jerry.wittstock@kneehillcounty.com.

Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Agricultural Service Board
• Central AB Economic Partnership
• Police Advisory Committee
• Community Futures Wild Rose
• Drumheller and District Solid Waste Association
• Kneehill Regional Partnership
• Marigold Library System
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees*
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*
• Red Deer River Municipal Users Group
Contact Information:
To contact Councillor McGhee, call (403) 436-1611,
or email faye.mcghee@kneehillcounty.com.

Deputy Reeve Kenneth King
Division 7

Councillor Debbie Penner
Division 2

Meet Deputy Reeve King:
A Kneehill County resident since 2002,
Deputy Reeve King moved to Trochu in
1983 after finishing his BSc Agriculture
degree at the U of A, and he continues to
serve the Agricultural community through his business King
Agricultural Consulting Ltd. First elected in 2017, this is Deputy
Reeve King’s second term on Council.

Meet Councillor Penner:
Serving her second term on Council,
Councillor Penner volunteers in multiple
communities within the County and
continues to be a strong advocate for
Agriculture and the Rural Way of Life.

Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Agricultural Service Board
• Kneehill Emergency Management Advisory Committee
• Central Rural Municipalities of Alberta Executive (District 2)
• Doctor Recruitment and Retention
• Kneehill Regional FCSS
• Mayors/Reeve’s Liaison
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees *
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*
• Trochu Housing Corporation
Contact Information:
To contact Deputy Reeve King, call (403) 443-0285,
or email kenneth.king@kneehillcounty.com.
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Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Agricultural Service Board
• Aqua 7 Water Services Commission
• Drumheller and District Solid Waste Association
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees *
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*
Contact Information:
To contact Councillor Penner, call (403) 818-3108,
or email debbie.penner@kneehillcounty.com.

* Please visit our website for a full list of these Committees and the
Council members that belong to them. www.kneehillcounty.com

Councillor Carrie Fobes
Division 4

Councillor Laura Lee MachellCunningham, Division 5

Meet Councillor Fobes:
A resident of Kneehill County since
1996, Councillor Fobes works as a
receptionist/adminstrator in a
chiropractic office. She is an active
volunteer within Kneehill County, operates a
catering business, and has been a wellness coach for the last
seven years as a Reiki Master, Life Coach, Feng Shui
Consultant and Mindfulness Coach. This is Councilor Fobes’
first term on Council.

Meet Councillor Machell-Cunningham:
With a long family history in Kneehill County
and the Three Hills area, Councillor MachellCunningham completed a Diploma in Social
Work in Calgary before moving back to live
rurally and start a family. An active volunteer, Councillor MachellCunningham owns and operates a business in Three Hills with her
husband, Ken, and farms with his family. This is her first term on
Council, and she is proud to be serving the community over the
next four years.

Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Agricultural Service Board
• Kneehill Housing Corporation
• Marigold Library System
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees *
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*

Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Central AB Economic Partnership
• Police Advisory Committee
• Kneehill Housing Corporation
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees *
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*

Contact Information:
To contact Councillor Fobes, call (403) 588-4624,
or email carrie.fobes@kneehillcounty.com.

Contact Information:
To contact Councillor Cunningham, call (403) 443-0752,
or email lauralee.machell-cunningham@kneehillcounty.com.

Councillor Wade Christie
Division 6
Meet Councillor Christie:
Together with his wife and his son,
Councillor Christie operates his
third generation family farm, where
he was born and raised. He is
serving his second term on Council.
Current Committees and Boards:
• Committee of the Whole
• Agriculture Service Board
• Community Futures Wild Rose
• Kneehill Regional Partnership
• Municipal Planning Commission
• Intermunicipal Development Plan Committees *
• Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committees*
• Trochu Housing Corporation
Contact Information:
To contact Councillor Christie call (403) 588-1992,
or email wade.christie@kneehillcounty.com.

Connect With Us!
Follow us on Facebook, twitter and Instagram:
@kneehillcounty
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Protective Services
Kneehill County Enforcement Statistics July 1 to Sept 30:
•
•
•
•
•

74 Citations under Traffic Safety Act:
(55 Warnings, 19 Tickets)
2 Assist other Agencies
(Traffic accidents, RCMP Departments)
13 Animal Control files
12 Unsightly Property files
26 other Bylaw calls including contracted Towns & Villages

School Resource Program
•

Speed Signs /Traffic Bylaw Update
All hamlets in Kneehill County now have signs indicating
40km/h, as per the recent Traffic Bylaw. A few minor changes
to speed signs in Huxley are still in the works to ensure the
playground zone is properly signed.

•

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
All three Community Peace Officers have completed the Crime
Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) Basic Level
Training. With this training, Peace Officers can now offer
residential property reviews and provide tips and tricks and
design recommendations to help residents deter crime on their
property. More information on booking these property reviews
will be released in the new year.
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•

Acme, Carbon, Linden, and Trochu school presentations
included Orange Shirt Day, Terry Fox Run, Halloween
Safety, Fire Prevention, Anti-bullying, and Tobacco/Vaping
Awareness.
Prairie College invited Officer Chubala for a self defense
course, and all school zones conducted a safety blitz with
RCMP in September. The Driving Hero program continues
to be in development with Sheriffs, RCMP, Fish & Wildlife,
focusing on high school student driving safety.
As relationships and trust continue to build, Officer
Chubala is receiving phone calls for information and help
from students and parents. She is referring them to the
appropriate agency: KRFCSS, RCMP, Addictions Counsellor,
and AHS (Mental Health). Officer Chubala is also part of the
Kneehill Child and Youth Working Group through Kneehill
Regional FCSS.

KRFCSS
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Winter Safety
1. Prepare for Winter Driving
 Consider winter tires for better traction on icy roads.
 Keep a snowbrush and ice scraper in your vehicle at all times.
 Make sure mirrors, windows and the top of your vehicle are
cleared of snow and ice before departing. (Failure to do so is a
Fine of $155.00.)
 Pack emergency items: light shovel, booster cables,
flashlight, candles, blankets and warm clothes, snacks,
medications, cell phone charger with adapter, and water.
 Keep your fuel tank at least half full during the winter.

2. Drive to Road Conditions
 Drive slowly and carefully. Accelerate and decelerate slowly.
 Do not use Cruise Control.
 Wear your seatbelt at all times. (Fine $155.00.)
 Leave enough room to stop safely. Follow 8-10 seconds
behind vehicles ahead.
 Keep headlights on for better visibility.
 ALWAYS pay attention to the road. (Fine for Distracted
Driving is $267.00.)
3. If you become stranded on the side of the road:
 Stay with your vehicle to wait for help.
 Make sure your exhaust pipe is not clogged with ice or snow.
 Run your engine just long enough to keep warm, while
conserving fuel.
 Open the window a crack and light candles for added warmth.
 Keep your dome light and hazards on to stay visible.

Emergency Communications System Update
On November 5, 2021, Kneehill County Protective
Services switched over all emergency communications
to the Alberta First Responders Radio Communications
System (AFRRCS). AFRRCS is a two-way radio network
for first responders in municipal, provincial and First
Nations agencies across the province.

This communications project began in 2019 with an
extensive assessment of Kneehill County’s current
tower system and repeaters. To fix the old system
would have required additional towers to receive the
range of coverage the AFRRCS
system can provide.

While Kneehill County’s antiquated legacy
communications system served well in its time, the
new AFRRCS system ensures better coordination and
improved safety for firefighters and emergency crews
when responding to incident scenes.

Kneehill County Protective and Fire
Services would like to thank our
neighbouring municipalities and Fire
Departments for their collaboration
in making this system a success!
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Winter Water Meter Care
Kneehill County’s Utility Department would like to remind all water system users that
their water meter equipment is susceptible to freezing.
The onus of care and protection of the meters is the responsibility of the user.
If a water meter freezes, the meter will have to be replaced and the cost associated
with the replacement is charged to the customer.
Please ensure that your water meter is in a frost-free location, and any means being
used to keep the meter from freezing (ex. heat tape, insulation tape, etc.) are in good
working order and connected to a safe power source.
For more winter water tips and information, please contact Kneehill County,
403-443-5541.

Snow Removal
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

Generally, plowing will only
be undertaken when snow
accumulates to a minimum of
10 cm.
Plowing may not follow
school bus routes.
Sanding or ice blading will be
done as required.
Windrows are the
responsibility of the
landowner.
If the weather is severe and
operators are at risk, Kneehill
County will halt plowing
operations.
First Priorities: arterial roads,
collector roads, hamlets,
country residential
subdivisions, reservoir sites,
transfer sites.
Second Priority: private
driveways.
A completed Snowplowing
Agreement and payment
must be received prior to
Kneehill County plowing
private driveways.
Call the office, 403-443-5541,
for more information on
private lane plowing.
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Holiday Hours: Transfer Stations & Garbage Collection




Kneehill County Transfer Sites (Torrington, Carbon,
Linden, and Three Hills) will be closed Saturday, Dec 25,
2021 for Christmas, and Saturday, Jan 1, 2022 for New
Year’s Day. The Carbon Transfer Site will be open
Monday, Dec 27, 2021, and Monday, Jan 3, 2022, in lieu.
All other Transfer Site hours remain as scheduled.

Box 400
Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0



Please contact the Village of Acme and the Town of
Trochu for their Transfer Site operating hours over the
holidays.



Hamlet garbage pickup will continue as scheduled over
the holidays. Please make sure your garbage is ready
for collection by 8 am to avoid missing pick up.

