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A message from Reeve Wittstock
March has certainly
come in like a lamb.
Let’s hope the old
adage isn’t true, and
we’re not greeted by
a lion in a few weeks
time. The slow and
steady snow melt has
been beneﬁcial to our
gravel road network
this year, with minimal
damage to report—
other than the bill at
the car wash.
In other news, after
several months of
rigorous deliberation,
Council has passed
the 2021 Operating
and Capital budget.
We focused on
containing costs and
implementing best
practices in 2021,
preparing the budget
with an aim to:
• Maintain existing
service levels.
• Improve customer
service.
• Keep tax rates
competitive.
• Incorporate
a proactive
infrastructure
renewal plan.
• Identify and
incorporate
efﬁciencies.
• Ensure rates and
fees for services

Reeve Jerry Wittstock
Kneehill County
are appropriate.
Given the current
economic climate and
challenges, Council’s
focus throughout the
budget preparation
was on ﬁnancial
constraint and
tightening the budget,
implementing several
measures to cut costs
without impacting
service levels. Like
all municipalities
across Alberta,
provincial policies
have reduced County
revenues signiﬁcantly

over the last two
years (a reduction
of $3,579,000)
with expenditure
downloading to date
of $240,000 with a
further $240,000 in
2022/23.
To balance these
issues, Council and
administration have
implemented some
modest tax increases
in 2021 to help
transition the County
through these very
difﬁcult times.
• Increasing the

Farmland Tax
Rate - Typical
impact of $37 on
farmland with an
assessment value
of $30,000.
• Increasing the
Residential Tax
Rate - Typical
impact of $20 to
$62 on properties
with assessed
values ranging
from $100,000$300,000.
• Non- Residential
tax burdens will
be impacted at
a rate similar to
the residential
increase (based on
assessment)
As well, to
demonstrate
leadership in ﬁnancial
management, Council
has also decided
to reduce Council’s
compensation starting
in March of 2021,
reducing base pay and
per diems to save the
County a minimum
of $52,000 a year.
Throughout the 2021
budgeting process
we’ve directed County
staff to reduce
expenses wherever
possible. Now, it’s
Council’s turn to do

Changes to Council Compensation
Previous Policy 3-19
Monthly Salary
Reeve
$3,039.00
Deputy Reeve $2,633.80
Councillor
$2,329.00

Per Diem Rate
Full Day
Half Day

$395.07
$197.54

Per Diem Rate
Full Day
Half Day

$325.00
$162.50

New Policy 3-1
Monthly Salary
Reeve
$2,800.00
Deputy Reeve $2,400.00
Councillor
$2,100.00

the same.
It’s hard to believe, but
we’re approaching the
one-year anniversary
of COVID-19 entering
the province. The
pandemic has
impacted us all in
many ways, and I
know we’re all looking
forward to our lives
returning to “normal,”
hopefully in the near
future.
Though the doors
at the ofﬁce remain
closed to the public
for the time being,
County staff are
still hard at work
providing services
to our residents.

Remember to permit, before you burn it!
Permits are required year-round to burn in Kneehill County.
Visit our website, www.kneehillcounty.com, and follow the links to fill out the form.
It's fast, easy, and will save you a $500.00 fine!

They have done
commendable work
over the last year and
we thank them again
for their dedication
despite the difﬁcult
circumstances.
Many County services
are available online at
www.kneehillcounty.
com, but if you
need assistance
with anything don’t
hesitate to call the
ofﬁce, 403-443-5541.
Staff are always
available to answer
any questions you
might have and are
happy to help.
- Reeve Wittstock

CORPORATE SERVICES

eSEND – Go Paperless for Taxes, Utilities and Accounts Receivable!

Kneehill
County is now

able to send
all Tax Notices,

Utility Billings
and Accounts

Receivable
Invoices by
email. To sign
up for the eSEND
service, simply
visit our website
to complete the
online form (link

available on
the homepage,
or visit https://
kneehillcounty.
com/2366/EServices).
If you have any
questions about

the eSEND service,
please contact
the Property
Tax Department
at tax@
kneehillcounty.
com or call
(403)443-5541.

Join our
TIPP Program!
It's Budget-friendly!
Divide your annual
Property Tax Levy
into 12 payments.

It's Automatic!

Payment is Direct Debited
from your account on
the last day of every month.

It's Easy!

Join any time!
Contact Kneehill County
403-443-5541

COUNCIL CONTACTS
Council Contacts
Division 3
Reeve Jerry Wittstock
Phone: 403-312-6196
Email: jerry.wittstock@kneehillcounty.com

Division 5
Councillor Jim Hugo
Phone: 403-443-7317
Email: jim.hugo@kneehillcounty.com

Division 1
Deputy Reeve Faye McGhee
Phone: 403-436-1611
Email: faye.mcghee@kneehillcounty.com

Division 6
Councillor Wade Christie
Phone: 403-588-1992
Email: wade.christie@kneehillcounty.com

Division 2
Councillor Debbie Penner
Phone: 403-818-3108
Email: debbie.penner@kneehillcounty.com

Division 7
Councillor Ken King
Phone: 403-443-0285
Email: kenneth.king@kneehillcounty.com

Division 4
Councillor Glen Keiver
Phone: 403-443-7738
Email: glen.keiver@kneehillcounty.com
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Join us!
Upcoming 2021
Council Meetings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 23
April 13
April 27
May 11
May 25
June 8
June 22
July 20

Connect With Us!
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: @kneehillcounty, and
tune in to our YouTube channel to watch Council meetings live!

ELECTION INFORMATION
THINKING OF RUNNING FOR COUNCIL IN THE 2021 MUNICIPAL ELECTION?

A FEW THINGS YOU MUST CONSIDER:
Important Dates:

Nomination Period: January 4, 2021, to Noon on September 20, 2021
Election Day: Monday, October 18, 2021
Organizational Meeting: Tuesday, October 26, 2021
Nomination Packages, with additional information, will be available at the Kneehill County Administration Building or online at www.kneehillcounty.com/election.
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The Roles of Reeve
and Councillor

Kneehill County is comprised of seven (7)
Councillors elected for a term of four (4) years.
Each year an Organizational Meeting is held in
October where the seven members of Council
elect a Reeve. This position still serves as
Councillor for their Division but has added duties
that involve a higher public profile and
commitment of time and availability.
The role of an elected official can be very
satisfying. Councillor’s role is to set policies that
form the guidelines for the daily operations of the
County.
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How Council is
Governed

The province provides the structure for local
governments through legislation known as the
Municipal Government Act (MGA).
Some important tips to remember:
All decisions must be made at public meetings
with a quorum of Council present.
Individual members of Council do NOT have
the power to commit the municipality to any
expenditure or to direct the activities of
municipal employees.
The expenditure of funds or direction of
employees may only be carried out by passing
a resolution of Council.
Any promise you make as part of your election
campaign can only be fulfilled if a majority of
Council votes in favour of the matter.
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Time Commitment

Council Meetings: Two Council meetings are
scheduled per month, the second and fourth
Tuesdays starting at 8:30 a.m.
Council Committees: Councillors are appointed to
serve on Committees of Council annually at the
Organizational Meeting.
Council Orientation and Training: Newly elected
officials will be offered to take Elected Official
Training within 90 days of taking the oath of office.
Conferences/Conventions: Rural Municipalities of
Alberta (RMA) holds two annual conventions in the
Spring and Fall. RMA plays a key role in
representing municipal interests to the Provincial
Government.
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Nomination Period
and Forms

The Nomination Period is January 4, 2021, to
September 20, 2021, at 12 pm at the Kneehill
County Administration Building.
Nomination Forms can be found at
www.kneehillcounty.com/election, at the Kneehill
County Office, or by calling the Returning Officer
at 403-443-5541.
Nomination forms must be accompanied by a
deposit of $100. Your nomination deposit will be
returned if you are elected, if you withdraw or if
you receive at least one-half the number of votes
of the winning candidate.
The Candidate’s signature on the Nomination
Paper and Candidate’s Acceptance (Form 4) must
be witnessed by a Commissioner of Oaths or
Returning Officer.
Prospective candidates filing their nominations
must schedule an appointment with the Returning
Officer.
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Eligibility
Requirements

In order to be an eligible candidate, you must:
Be a Canadian Citizen and at least 18 years of
age on Nomination Day.
Must have resided in your local jurisdiction
(Division) for the six (6) consecutive months
immediately preceding Nomination Day.
Are not otherwise ineligible or disqualified.
You are NOT eligible to become a candidate under
any of the following circumstances:
You are the auditor of the municipality;
You are an employee of the local jurisdiction
unless granted a leave of absence;
Your property taxes are more than $50 in
arrears or you are in default for more than 90
days on any other debt in excess of $500;
You have in the previous 10 years been
convicted under the LAEA, EA or CEA.
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Resources

Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA): The LAEA
is the primary legislation that guides the conduct
of a municipal election: https://www.qp.alberta.ca
Municipal Government Act (MGA): The MGA is the
primary legislation that governs municipalities
https://www.qp.alberta.ca
Alberta Municipal Affairs:
https://www.alberta.ca/municipal-electionsoverview.aspx
Rural Municipalities of Alberta:
https://rmalberta.com
Elected Officials Education Program:
https://eoep.ca
Returning Officer: elections@kneehillcounty.com
or 403-443-5541

Kneehill County Administration Building: 1600 2nd Street NE, Three Hills, Alberta, T0M 2A0
Telephone: 403-443-5541 Website: www.kneehillcounty.com Email: elections@kneehillcounty.com

Visit us @KneehillCounty
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Twine Recycling Bags: Twine

only, please!

Please ensure bags of Twine are free of any other material to
comply with the requirements of the recycler.
Acme*

SW 19-29-25-W4
Tuesday & Thursday
10 am - 5 pm
Saturday
9 am - 5pm

Kneehill Area Solid Waste Transfer Station Facilities
Where should I go for...?

Carbon

NW 13-29-23-W4
Saturday
9 am - 5pm

Kneehill County
(Torrington Site)
SW 20-32-26-W4
Wednesday
10 am - 6 pm
Saturday
10 am - 6 pm

Linden

NW 19-30-25-W4
Tuesday & Thursday
10 am - 6 pm
Saturday
9 am - 5pm

Three Hills

SW 25-31-24-W4
Tuesday & Thursday
10 am - 6 pm
Saturday
9 am - 5pm

Trochu*

NE 16-33-23-W4
Thursday
1pm - 5 pm
Friday & Saturday
9 am -5 pm
* Please visit Acme and Trochu's website for
the latest information on these transfer sites.
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Attendants have the right to reject loads based on material, type, volume, source, prevailing weather or any factor affecting disposal facility operation.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Agripreneur & Business Spotlight
Kneehill County
is thrilled to be
introducing the
Agripreneur &
Business Spotlight
to highlight the
individuals and
business that make
our region great.
“We want to spread
the good news about
you, your business
and all that you do
for your community.”
Each month, the
featured recipient
will have an
interview published

in the Three Hills
Capital, on our
Kneehill County
website and our
social media
feeds, detailing
their business and
their awesome
community
involvement.
Visit our website
to check out these
past Agripreneur
& Businesses
Spotlights:
• Benedict Beef
• St. Ann Ranch
Learn more

about the program
or ﬁll out an
application online
at: kneehillcounty.
com/2384/
AgripreneurBusiness-Spotlight
If you require
assistance with
your application
or have questions
about the program,
contact Economic
Development at
403-443-5541,
or Jacqueline.
Buchanan@
kneehillcounty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES
New! FireSmart Farm and Acreage Magazine

Dedicated to
farm, ranch,
and acreage
owners, the
new FireSmart
magazine
is chock full
of tips for
farmers and
ranchers
concerned

about the
potential
impacts of a
wildfire. There
are useful
articles on
pile burning,
safe windrow
distance, tips
and checklists
if you need

to evacuate,
FireSmart
home
improvement
guidelines,
and many
more.
Please enjoy
and share
with your
neighbours!

For more information on FireSmart in Alberta
and across Canada, please visit:
https://wildﬁre.alberta.ca/ﬁresmart/
ﬁresmart-communities/documents/
farm-and-ranch-magazine-aug-25.pdf
www.wildﬁre.alberta.ca/ﬁresmart
www.ﬁresmartcanada.ca

FREE animal licenses
are available for all Kneehill County
residents. For residents of Torrington,
Wimborne, Sunnyslope, Huxley and
Swalwell, they are required.

An animal license can be
a lost pet's ticket home.
Licensing your animals helps us
protect and identify them.
Visit www.kneehillcounty.com
to fill out the online form,
and get yours today!

Visit us @KneehillCounty
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KNEEHILL REGIONAL FCSS

Kneehill
Regional FCSS
will be providing
the Community
Volunteer
Income Tax
Program in the
communities
of Acme,

Linden, Carbon,
Torrington,

Trochu and
Three Hills.

Volunteers
can prepare
your income
and benefit tax
return if you
have low income
and a simple
tax situation.
Volunteers are

not employees or
volunteers of the
Canada Revenue
Agency.
This year we
are offering a
curb side drop
off service.
To make an

appointment for
drop off please
call Kneehill
Regional FCSS
on Tuesday or
Thursday @
403-443-3800 or
email rochelle@
krfcss.com

Community
Volunteer Income
Tax Progam

Volunteers can prepare your income and benefit tax
return if you have low income and a simple tax
situation. Volunteers are not employees or
volunteers of the Canada Revenue Agency.
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We are offering a curb
side service for:
Acme
Linden
Carbon
Torrington
Trochu
Three Hills

Tuesdays and Thursdays
in
March and April 2021

Kneehill Regional FCSS
403-443-3800
or email
rochelle@krfcss.com

ROAD BANS

EFFECTIVE ON MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2021
AT 7:00 A.M. LOCAL TIME
PAVEMENT & CHIP SEAL:
•
75%- Airport Road
(RR 23-4, From Hwy 583 South to Airport)
•
•
•

•

75%- Linden Home Road
(RR 25-4, from TWP 30-4 North to TWP 31-0)

75%- Allingham Road
(TWP 32-0, From intersection of Hwy 583 West to
County border)
75%- Buffalo Jump Road
(TWP 34-4, From Hwy 21 East to RR 22-0)

•

75%- PBI Road
(RR 24-0, From Town of Three Hills North to TWP 32-2)

•

75%- Linden East
(TWP 30-4, From Hwy 806 West to County Border)

75%- Hastie/Gorr Road
(RR 25-1, From Hwy 587 South to Hwy 583)

•

75%- Linden West
(TWP 30-4, From Town of Linden border East to Hwy 21)

Ofﬁce #: 403-443-5541 Toll Free: 1866-443-5541
Website: www.kneehillcounty.com
**Road Bans will be removed Friday May 14TH, 2021 at 7:00 A.M. Local Time**
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PLANNING

Kneehill County’s Development Process
When a landowner
(or an agent for
a landowner)
approaches the
County about a
development, they
already have the
location and the
idea. The County’s
role is to facilitate
the legal process
required for that
development
depending on the
current zoning and
the proposed use.
If the use is a
listed discretionary
use within the
current zoning, it
can be considered.
Adjacent landowners
will be notiﬁed and
get an opportunity to
provide comments
on these uses. The
Municipal Planning

Commission is the
approving authority
for these uses.
If the use is not
a listed use in the
current zoning,
the applicant has
the opportunity to
apply to rezone the
land to the land
use district that
can accommodate
this use. This
triggers the public
hearing process
and provides
an opportunity
for anyone
that considers
themselves an
affected party to
provide comments
in writing or to
speak at the public
hearing.
The rezoning
process is about

the proposed use.
It is not about
all the details of
the development.
However, having
said that, the
development
authority will
want evidence
that the applicant
has done their
homework and has
considered some
of the potential
hurdles they may
have to go through
in order to obtain
a development
permit. Rezoning
any property is
a decision of
Council and must
be done by bylaw.
If the applicant
is successful in
obtaining the
required rezoning of

the lands, they must
then apply for a
development permit.
It is during the
development permit
process that the
planning authority
asks for all the
speciﬁc information
regarding
the proposed
development.
(i.e. will there be
sufﬁcient water,
appropriate access,
what are the
trafﬁc impacts,
environmental
impacts, etc.) Every
development is
different and the
information that
may be required can
be very different
depending on the
use and scale of the
development.

Things to note:
1. Development
in the County
is landowner
driven.
2. Every landowner
in the County
has access
to the same
development
process.
3. Any idea can
be considered
through this
legal process.
4. Rezoning the
land is not
permission to
develop.
5. The cost of
obtaining
any required
information
necessary
for the
development
permit is

borne by the
applicant/
developer.
6. The cost of
servicing
the site or
upgrading the
road to the site
is borne by
the applicant/
developer.
7. For
developments
that require
approval
from other
government
agencies such
as NRCB, AUC,
AER, ERCB
and AEUB, the
County has
limited and in
some cases
no authority
in these
approvals.

PLANNING QUICK FACTS
DUGOUTS

SHELTERBELTS

Dugouts must be 100 feet from the property line adjacent
to a county road allowance and 50 feet from the side and
rear property lines. Dugouts and borrow pits do not require
a development permit.

35 feet from property lines
100 feet from an intersection

No variance will be granted for
setbacks

Additional information

FENCING

1. Any buildings greater than 200 ft2 require a development permit.

In the Agriculture District open fences can be on the
property line as long as they do not impede sight

2. Setback requirements for any development in the Agriculture District is 100 feet from the
property line adjacent to the county road allowance. The setback to a provincial highway is
131 feet (40 m).

lines. Fences greater than 9 feet in height require a
development permit.
In hamlets, fences cannot exceed 3 feet in the front
yard and 6 feet in the rear yard. On corner parcels
they cannot impede sight lines.

GRAIN BINS
Grain bins are required to be 100 feet from the
property line adjacent to a county road, however,
they do not require a development permit.

Visit us @KneehillCounty
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AG SERVICES

Clubroot Prevention and Management
Clubroot is a
highly mobile soilborn pathogen
affecting crucifer
crops including
canola. Prevention
is the ﬁrst line of
defense against this
rapidly spreading
disease. Here are
some practices to
utilize to minimize
your risk:
• Biosecurity:
Reduce exposure
through
controlled access
to ﬁelds. Make
sure everyone
entering the
property knows
your protocols.

• Sanitization:
Taking measures
to ensure vehicle
and equipment
sanitation
especially in wet

conditions and
on equipment
brought in from
other areas. Even
simply knocking
loose soil from
farm equipment

can help.
• Reduce Tillage:
Utilize reduced or
no-till practices
to prevent the
spread of soil on
both equipment

and through
erosion.
• Scout:
consistently
watch for signs
and symptoms
throughout
the growing
season and get
assistance if you
are unsure what
to look for.
• Crop Rotation:
Maintain a
minimum 3 year
rotation (1 in 4)
between canola
crops to prevent
the establishment
of Clubroot and
other crop pests
and diseases.

• CR hybrids: Use a
diverse selection
of Clubrootresistant canola
varieties in
crop rotations
to maximize
pathogen
resistance
and prevent
resistance
breakdown
For more
information on
Clubroot and best
management
practices for control
visit www.Clubroot.
ca or contact
Kneehill County Ag
Services.

ATTENTION

2% LIQUID STRYCHNINE USERS
On March 4, 2020,
Health Canada’s Pest
Management Regulatory
Agency (PMRA)
published the final
re-evaluation decision
on strychnine used to
control Richardson’s
ground squirrels
(RVD2020-06).
The following is an
excerpt from the Health
Canada press release:
Under the authority
of the Pest Control
Products Act Health
Canada is cancelling

2% Liquid Strychnine Concentrate (Registration
No. 30433 PCP Act) is cancelled and phased out with
time-lines as follows:
• Last date of sale by Registrant is March 4, 2021
(Manufacturer)
• Last date of sale by Retailer is March 4, 2022
• Last date of permitted use is March 4, 2023

the registration of all
strychnine products
used to control
Richardson ground
squirrels. Environmental
risks associated with
the use of strychnine
to control Richardson’s

ground squirrels are not
acceptable.
Proper disposal of all
unsold existing stock is
the responsibility of the
registrant of 2% Liquid
Strychnine and is to
be done in accordance
with the label directions
and any applicable
provincial laws. This
includes disposal of
all unsold stock in
the distribution and
retail chain following
the above schedule.
Furthermore, the
registrant is responsible
for providing
information to members
of the distribution and
retail chain regarding
the above-specified last
dates.
The registration of
2% Liquid Strychnine
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Concentrate will
expire after the March
4, 2023 the last day
of permitted use.
Continued possession
and/or use of the
product after this date
is a violation of the Pest
Control Products Act.
For more information
on the regulation of
pesticides, you are
encouraged to contact
PMRA at hc.pmra.infoarla.sc@canada.ca or
telephoning 1-800-2676315.

AG SERVICES

Agriculture Services Roadside Invasive Weed Control
Invasive weed
control remains
a Kneehill County
Agricultural
Service Board
priority. During
the 2021 growing
season, Kneehill
County Agriculture
Services Staff
will continue the
Roadside Invasive
Weed Control
program along
County rights-ofway in the central
third of the County,
from Township
Road 30-4 to
Township Road
32-4.
Two Agriculture
Services spray
units will be
applying a
residual, broadleaf
herbicide and have
been instructed to
leave a one-meter,
uncontrolled buffer
strip between the
road allowance
and any crops.
As per policy, all
roadside spraying
will stop 30 meters
upon approaching
a farmstead or
residence, where
buildings and
trees are within
30 meters of the
road allowance

and will continue

throughout the

30 meters past

growing season

the farmstead or

for regulated weed

residence. These

species under

uncontrolled

the Alberta Weed

buffer areas are

Act. Staff are also

the responsibility

available for weed

of the adjacent

management

landowner.

consultation on

Kneehill County

private lands and

Agriculture

encourage the

Services Staff

public to report

will be inspecting

sightings of

the County

invasive weeds.

Visit us @KneehillCounty
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OPERATIONS UPDATE
BRIDGES
Kneehill County
has 212 bridge
structures throughout
the municipality,
consisting of major
bridges, standard
bridges, and bridge size
culverts. Several bridge
structures were replaced
this past year, and there
are several structures
slated for replacement
in 2021.
Completed Projects:
(View map.)

BF7505 (NE 36-30-22)
on TWP RD 31-0: Culvert
separation chosen for a
liner installation.
FUNDING: 75%
cost shared with the
Province under the
Strategic Transportation
Infrastructure Program
(STIP) funding.
COMPLETED: Early
winter 2020.
BF71693 (SW 18-2922) on TWP RD 29-2:
Rusted-out culvert
chosen for a liner

installation.
FUNDING: 75% cost
shared with the Province
under the STIP funding
COMPLETED: Late
winter 2020.
BF2433 (SW 29-3326) on TWP RD 33-4:
Bridge replaced with a
single-span structure,
using a new Sheetpile
Abutment wall system
reducing overall cost
and length of time to
install.
FUNDING: Kneehill

County
COMPLETED: Early
winter 2020.
BF2432 (SW 25-3325) on TWP RD 33-4:
Bridge replaced with
single span structure
using a new Sheetpile
Abutment wall system
reducing overall cost
and length of time to
install.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Early
winter 2020

BF9827 (SW 5-34-23)
on TWP RD 34-0: Bridge
replaced with single
span structure using the
new Sheetpile Abutment
wall system reducing
overall cost and length
of time to install.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Early
winter 2021
BF6813 (NE 30-29-24)
on RNG RD 24-5: Weight
and width restricted
pony truss bridge

replaced with a 3-span
Sheetpile Abutment wall
system and pipe piers.
This structure can now
handle legal loads with
a 9m width between the
low height guardrail,
reducing the need for
farm machinery to
detour.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Early
winter/spring 2021

2020/2021 Bridge & Road Projects

Legend
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Completed Bridge Project

Completed Road Project

Future Bridge Project

Future Road Project

BF1540 (SE 26-3424) on TWP RD 34-4:
Bridge sub-structure
replaced while utilizing
existing concrete
girders which were in
good shape. The new
sub-structure will allow
for increased structure
width in the future
when girders need full
replacement.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Early
winter 2021
BF8210 (SW 2927-20) on TWP RD
27-5: Bridge south
abutment replaced
with new Sheetpile
Abutment wall system
to protect further
erosion of riverbank.
This abutment will be
utilized in the future
when the structure
needs full replacement.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Early
winter/spring 2020
BF1082 (SW 1-3323) on TWP RD 330:
Bridge replaced with
single-span structure,
using the new Sheetpile
Abutment wall system
reducing overall cost
and length of time to
install.
FUNDING: 75%
cost shared with the
Province under the
STIP funding program
COMPLETED: Early
winter 2021
BF70376 (SE 3-3025) on RNG RD 25-2:
Bridge replaced with
single-span structure,
using the new Sheetpile
Abutment wall system
reducing overall cost
and length of time to
install.
FUNDING: 75%
cost shared with the
Province under the
STIP funding program
COMPLETED: Late
winter 2020
Future 2021 Bridge
Projects: (View map.)
BF6948 (SE 1-3025) on TWP RD 30-0:
Bridge culverts will be
replaced, as the current
culverts do not meet
inspection standards
of deflection and are
restricting flow. This
project is still in the
design stage.
FUNDING: 75%
cost shared with the
Province under the
STIP funding program
COMPLETION:
Scheduled late 2021,
depending on further

provincial regulatory
approvals.
BF76459 (SE 1730-24) on TWP RD
30-2: Bridge culvert
will be replaced due to
damage from rust.
FUNDING: 75%
cost shared with the
province under the STIP
funding grant program
COMPLETION:
Scheduled for late
2021.
BF8856 (NW 12-2922) on RNG RD 22-1:
The current weight/
width/height restricted
truss bridge will be
replaced with a 3-span
Sheetpile Abutment/
pipe pier structure
that will accept legal
loads and have a width
of 9m between the
low height guardrails.
This will eliminate the
need for the low-level
creek crossing, (which
causes issues in the
spring), and allow
machinery to cross
the bridge instead of
detouring 24 km to
cross the creek.
FUNDING: Cost
shared with received
grant funding from
the province under the
Municipal Stimulus
Program (MSP)
COMPLETION:
Scheduled in the
summer of 2021 due to
federal restrictions of
activity in streambed.
ROAD PROGRAM
The 7-year road
plan, adopted by
Council in 2015,
identiﬁed roadways
that would take high/
heavy trafﬁc off other
local roadways to
form part of an arterial
road network every
5-6 miles. It also took
into consideration
which roadways had
signiﬁcant rebuilds in
the past, and utilized
the shoulder pull
program to bring back
crown and positive
drainage to the road
top.
Completed Road
Projects: (View map.)
RNG RD 24-4, from
Hwy 582 to TWP RD
31-0: 2 miles were
rebuilt as part of the
7-year road plan.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Late
summer 2020.
RNG RD 24-5, from
TWP RD 30-2 to TWP
RD 30-0: 2 miles were
rebuilt as part of the

Visit us @KneehillCounty

7-year road plan.
BF6813 on RNG RD
24-5 was also replaced
in early winter/spring
2021 to allow legal/
wide loads to cross the
creek for access to the
Hwy 575.
FUNDING: Kneehill
County
COMPLETED: Late
summer 2020
Future 2021 Road
Projects: (View map.)
RNG RD 25-1, Hwy
27 to Hwy 587: Approx.
12.5kms of existing
chip seal will be
replaced with a 100mm
ACP pavement. Council
was presented with 3
options to improve this
road during the 2021
budget deliberations:
1. Keep the road as
chip seal (Requiring
year-round road bans.)
2. Apply ACP
pavement (reducing the
ban to a seasonal ban
only.)
3. Turning the road
back into a gravel
roadway.
Council chose to
apply ACP pavement
due to the signiﬁcant
cost reduction of
pavement during
this downturn in the
economy— the lowest
price they have been
in over 15 years. There
are not a lot of options
for thru roadways in
the area between Hwy
27 and Hwy 587—west
of RNG RD 25-1 there
is only Hwy 806, and
east of RNG RD 25-1
is limited to gravel
roadways that would
require full rebuilds to
handle these heavy
loads. At a cost
estimate of $650,000/
mile, x 8 miles, it
would cost the County
$5.2 million dollars to
rebuild a gravel road,
versus the cost of $2.9
million to pave RNG RD
25-1.
GRAVEL EXTRACTION
Excavation at
the County-owned
Torrington Gravel Pit
(NE 16-32-26) started
in October 2020, and
once completed will
provide the municipality
an estimated 2 million
tonnes of aggerate
for future crushing
and road use—an
approximate 15year supply—for an
estimated total cost
savings of $27,000,000
(twenty-seven million),
or $1.8 million per year,

OPERATIONS UPDATE

compared to the cost of
purchasing gravel from
outside sources and
then trucking it into the
municipality.
Aggregate crushing
will take place late
spring/summer and will
allow crews to modify
the speciﬁcations of
the aggerate to best
suit the County’s
needs.
GRADERS/GRAVEL
Starting in the spring
of 2021 Kneehill County
will no longer utilize
contract graders,
moving this service
in-house instead,
with 10 divisional
graders covering
approx. 190kms in
each division and one
roamer grader for high
trafﬁc roadways and
dust suppression. This
change was completed
without hiring new
staff or purchasing
any new equipment,
but by establishing
the core needs of
the municipality
and performing
a reorganization
within the existing
department.
In fall of 2020 Council
approved Policy #13-2,
Grader/Gravel Services,
which provides
guidelines and service
levels for Grading
and Graveling and
establishes the needs
and resources required
to meet those levels.
Some highlights of the
policy include:
• Summer
Maintenance
Season (AprilSeptember): Graders
have a minimal
of six rotations/
year within their
divisional beat.
• Winter Maintenance
season (OctoberMarch): Identiﬁes
the need for snow
removal and when
this happens on
gravel roads vs.
hard surface roads,
Hamlets, and private
laneways.
• Gravel
Requirements: A
minimum of 640kms
is re-gravelled/
year, with a spread
rate (depending on
width of road top)
at 230-400t/mile.
Re-gravelling needs
are assessed every
2-7 years depending
on the condition and
use of the roadway.

• Dust Control:
Residences affected
by the re-gravelling
program (20
loads/day for a
consecutive 5 days)
will receive dust
suppressant in the
form of calcium
chloride at no
charge.
• Gravel Standard
Speciﬁcations:
These were
reviewed and
changed to allow
the municipality to
set standards that
best suits its gravel
needs-- not just
industry standards.
Setting a modiﬁed
spec at the time
of crushing allows
the County to set
fracture rates and
reduce the rate of
ﬁnes that occur as
part of the crushing
process, providing
the best product
dependant on
needs.
HAMLETS
In 2019, the County
introduced a Tree
Assessment Program
to identify the trees
on municipal property
within the hamlets,
providing a plan to
establish care and
replacement of trees
for beautiﬁcation
purposes. In 2019
and 2020, a variety
of deceased and
diseased trees were
removed, pruned, or
replaced in Torrington
and Huxley. In 2020,
Tree Assessments
were completed in
Sunnyslope and
Swalwell, with future
work planned for
removal, pruning and
a replacing of trees in
these hamlets as part
of the program.
In 2020, the
underground storage
fuel tank at the old
service station in
Wimborne was removed
as part of a reclamation
program that began
in 2018. The fuel
tank and surrounding
contaminated soils
were hauled to an
approved facility, and
a new clay material
was brought in to
ﬁll the void. Along
with extensive core
sampling, future
monitor wells were
installed in the
surrounding area, and
will be checked each

year.
Kneehill County
crews also removed an
old diesel underground
storage tank from
the Grader Shed in
Wimborne, as it was
no longer in use
and did not meet
current standards.
This site had a
level 1 assessment
completed and meets
all regulations, with
no contamination
present. The Grader
shed was removed
in early winter 2021.
Crews have dismantled
the structure, which
will later be offered
for tender sale at
the Kneehill County
Maintenance Shop
yard.
BUILDINGS
Kneehill County
purchased the former
Nutrient Solutions
Fertilizer property,
located at SE 15-28-22,
in early winter of 2020.
This site is approx.
6 acres in size and
the building is being
utilized for Division 1
grader storage. The
site will also become
a gravel stockpile to
supply aggregate to
the southeastern part
of the municipality,
reducing the need to
rent stockpile locations
in the area.
The Fertilizer bins
from the site will be
offered for tender sale
this summer, stay
tuned for more info!
PROJECT CREW 2021
Kneehill County’s
project crew has
a busy spring
planned. Comprised
of six fulltime and
two seasonal staff
members, this crew
looks after culvert
replacements,
approach installations,
road repairs, slope/
slide repairs, brushing,
dirt trail upgrades,
hard surface road
maintenance work
(such as crack sealing
and patch repairs),
minor bridge repairs,
and bridge culvert
replacements. They
also work with other
departments within
the organization as
needed, including
Water/Utilities, Transfer
Stations/Landﬁll, and
Ag/Parks, providing
them with equipment
and manpower.
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES
to 24 years old.
• During 2018, 53 people died
and 310 people sustained
injuries as a result of not
being properly restrained at
the time of the collision.
• In 2018, restraint users
involved in collisions had
a much lower injury rate
(6.8 percent) than those
not using restraints (18.1
percent).
• A 2017 Driver Attitude
Survey indicated 95 percent
of Albertans agree that
when driving or riding in a
motor vehicle, one should
always wear a seatbelt.
• Without a booster seat, a
child is three and a half
times more likely to suffer a
signiﬁcant injury.
• Airbags offer additional
protection in collisions but
are designed to supplement
the safety features provided
by seatbelts. Always buckle
up!
Check our out website and
social media for more safety
tips, www.kneehillcounty.com.

Trafﬁc Tuesday
Each month, Kneehill County
Protective Services Department
focuses on a new trafﬁc safety
issue to help spread awareness
and save lives. Alberta’s
Trafﬁc Safety Calendar sets
out the topics of concern to be
highlighted each month.
March: Seatbelts
Our trafﬁc safety focus
for the month of March is
Seatbelts.
Buckling up is one of the
simplest actions you can
take to protect yourself in a
collision, as it helps to secure
you in your vehicle in case a
collision occurs. Seatbelt use
reduces the chance of being
injured in a collision, as well
as decreases the severity of
injuries. The one second it
takes to fasten your seatbelt
could save your life.
Seatbelt Facts:
• From 2014 to 2018, there
were 282 unbelted fatalities
in Alberta.
• About a ﬁfth of those
fatalities were men aged 18

Dial 2-1-1
When you don’t know
where to turn.

WHAT IS 211?
211 is an easy-to-remember,
3-digit, non-emergency
number that connects
Albertans to a full range of
community, government,
social and health services.

Text INFO to 211

ab.211.ca

Live Chat

Search

FREE | CONFIDENTIAL | AVAILABLE 24/7 | 170+ LANGUAGES

CONFIDENTIAL
I’m a father looking for play
therapy for my young daughter

I’m a recent immigrant looking
for help getting settled

HOW CAN 211 HELP?
At 211, you’ll reach a real person
who knows it’s not easy to ask for
help - a trained community resource
specialist who will listen carefully
and ask questions to ﬁnd services
that match your needs.

I’m a teenager looking
for a place to stay

I’m a senior looking
for transportation

Hello, how
can I help
you today?
I’m a front-line worker helping
someone with complex needs

I’m a decision-maker looking for data on
community needs and gaps in services

211

Available province-wide in fall 2020!

12

Supported By:

United Way of the Alberta Capital Region
United Way of Calgary and Area

City of Calgary FCSS
City of Edmonton - FCSS
Government of Alberta

Welcome to
Kneehill County!
Kneehill County’s
new welcome signs
are now complete
and installed at
various entry points
throughout the
County.
As the old highway
signs were in poor
condition and
showing signiﬁcant
wear, Council took
the opportunity
to replace the
signs as part of
Kneehill County’s
75th Anniversary
celebration,
incorporating the
County’s new
branding and logo
which was chosen
by residents through
a vote in 2019.
Historically,

Council has
celebrated
other milestone
anniversaries in
a similar fashion.
Township and
Range Road signs
were erected on
all County roads

to commemorate
the County’s 50th
Anniversary, and in
2004, the original
highway signs
were installed to
commemorate our
60th.

