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Reeve’s Message
It’s been a long winter, but spring is ﬁnally in sight. Thank you to our Opera ons
Department for the reless eﬀort and excellent work in keeping our roads clear
this snowy season. As the snow begins to melt, we ask that you contact us,
403-443-5541, to report any overland ﬂooding or erosion you see along Kneehill
County roadways.
As of January, 2018, Kneehill County Council mee ngs are recorded and
available for viewing on the County’s YouTube channel. Follow along via
livestream during the Council mee ngs, and watch for live updates through
Kneehill County’s social media channels as well.
In February of 2018, Council met to discuss and determine our Strategic Plan going forward based on our
2015-2018 Strategic Plan. Our current priori es include: providing addi onal County water services through
restructuring the Churchill Water Line, assessing the 2018 Budget, implemen ng a Rural Fire Strategy, hiring
a Community Peace oﬃcer for rural crime reduc on and reviewing County User Fees. We will con nue to
assess, review and update our Strategic chart as items are completed, and it will be included in our Council
Packages.
Finally, we’d like to invite you for coﬀee and conversa on at the Kneehill County oﬃce, with myself and your
divisional councillor (by your request,) on April 9 and April 23. For more “Coﬀee with Council” guidelines,
appointments, and requests, please call the oﬃce, 403-443-5541, or visit the website to download the policy
at www.kneehillcounty.com.

Coffee with Council
Coﬀee with Council mee ngs are intended as a method to communicate with local divisional ratepayers on ma ers of
budget, policy, bylaws, long-term planning, and other concerns.
1. Book a 30-minute mee ng.
• Call the oﬃce, 403-443-5541, to book an appointment on the speciﬁed Monday before a Council Mee ng.
Reeve Wi stock will be in a endance. You can request your divisional councillor a end as well.
2. Let us know your concern!
• When you book, let us know what you’d like to discuss. Book your appointment well in advance to
allow administra on me to prepare and gather informa on, so we can best answer your ques ons.
3. To abide by the Councillor Code of Ethics, a few items are oﬀ the table for discussion. These include:
• Ma ers rela ng to the Municipal Planning Commission, including Subdivision, Development and Assessment
Appeals.
• Ma ers that have a public input process, such as a Public Hearing.
• Any legal or poten al legal ma ers
4. Keep your group small.
• Coﬀee with Council Mee ngs are meant for small group conversa ons and discussions. For this reason, we ask
that a maximum of 2 ratepayers a end each mee ng (not including immediate family.) Any group larger than 2
must arrange to meet with Council as a whole, through the delega on process, at a Regular Council mee ng.
Call Customer Service to book a delega on request, 403-443-5541.

Look for 2018 Budget Information in the next newsletter.
Budget and Financial Statements available online: www.kneehillcounty.com.

Join Us! 2018 Council Meetings
•
•
•
•
•

April 10 and 24
May 8 and 22
June 12 and 26
July 17
August 21
Chat with Council

•
•
•
•

September 11 and 25
October 9 and 23
(Organiza onal Mee ng)
November 13 and 27
December 11

Never miss another meeting!
Tune in to Kneehill County’s YouTube
channel for live streaming of every
Council Meeting!

Connect With Us!
Follow us on Facebook,
twitter and Instagram:
@kneehillcounty
www.kneehillcounty.com

Planning & Development Facts
Development Permits are required for,
• Accessory Buildings/Structures >18.58 m2 (200 2) in the
Agriculture District (Grain bins/silos are exempt but must
meet required setbacks)
• Accessory Buildings/Structures 10 m2 (107.6 2) in most
other districts
• Residen al solar panels
• Home based businesses/occupa ons
• Any signs greater than 16 2

•

Did you know?
• Second residences can be considered on parcels >20 acres
• 100-foot setbacks are required from a property line
adjacent to a county road

•

•
•

135-foot setbacks are required from a property line
adjacent to a highway
A Roadside Development permit is required by
Alberta Transporta on for any development within 300 m
of a highway and 800 m of a highway intersec on.
Trees require a 35-foot setback from property lines and
100-foot setbacks from an intersec on
adjacent to a county road. Alberta Transporta on
requires a 30 m setback for trees or hedges from the
highway right-of-way.
Fences can be on the property line, however, there are
some excep ons to this depending on height and type.
Ques ons? Phone the Planning Department,
403-443-5541

Farm Equipment & the Traffic Safety Act
On March 12 and 14, Kneehill County Public Safety, together
with local Commercial Vehicle Enforcement, hosted informa on
sessions on farm equipment transport including exemp ons and
restric ons. This is the number one ques on asked of
Kneehill County Public Safety:
Is my farm equipment exempt from vehicle length regula ons?
Currently, no, all vehicles must meet the following criteria:
Farm Dimensional Length Requirements (Commercial Vehicle
Dimension and Weight Regula on 2002/315)
4 Subject to sec on 62 of the Act, no person shall
(m) operate farm equipment of the highway when
(iii) the overall length of the farm equipment, including any load
exceeds 23 metres;
If the load is non divisible a permit may be applied for through
Alberta Transporta on at 1-800-662-7138.

Please refer to the National Safety Code for Motor
Carriers Standard 10, for great information regarding load
securement: www.cvse.ca
Visit www.kneehillcounty.com/publicsafety to download
our Traffic Safety
Handout, or
phone for more
information.
403-443-5541.

Tax Notices
will be
mailed out
May 25,
2018.

Beneficial Insects- Your Unpaid Workforce
Harry Brook, P.Ag. Crop Specialist, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry
There are literally hordes of unpaid workers in your ﬁeld. They
species. Some species of ground beetle feed on weed seeds.
are the quiet, unheralded beneﬁcial insects that work relessly
One, well known star of biocontrol is the lady beetle. Both the
to control crop insect pests for you. If it wasn’t for them, we
adult and larva of the beetles like to eat aphids.
would have poorer crops to harvest in the fall. There are
Not all ﬂies are a problem. Hover ﬂies are the second most
legions of them out there and they are the unsung heroes that
important group of pollinators a er bees. They are o en
keep insect and other pests under control.
mistaken as wasps or bees. Larvae of many species prey on
Not only are beneﬁcial insects controlling the “bad” insects,
aphids, thrips and other, crop feeding insects. The s le o ﬂies
they perform other, vital, tasks. Insects are busy pollina ng the
larvae feed oﬀ of other insect larvae in the soil such as
crops, ea ng other insects, ea ng weeds and weed seeds,
wireworms and earthworms.
decomposing stubble and plant residues, freeing up nutrients
Wasps are important for parasi zing larvae of Bertha
for the next crop, and improving soil. The destruc ve ones feed
armyworm, aphids, cereal leaf beetle and diamondback moths.
on crops, livestock and stored grains.
There are many wasp species that are very good at reducing
Ground beetles are a large group of insects that help out in the
pest species popula ons.
ﬁeld. They are mostly nocturnal, being ac ve at night, and will
In agriculture, we tend to concentrate and worry about those
a ack almost anything they can overpower. Diﬀerent ground
factors that have the poten al to damage yield poten al in our
beetles will eat cutworms, potato beetles, root maggots,
ﬁeld crops. We also need to get informed about those insects
diamondback moth larvae, wheat midge larvae and eggs of pest
that are working on our behalf. With an idea of beneﬁcial insect
popula ons and ac vity, you can make be er decisions
on using insec cides when and where they are needed.

Clubroot Management
For Non-Infested Land
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Learn to iden fy the disease. Roots of infected
plants become malformed due to increased cell
division and growth. Clubroot galls e up
nutrients, and severely infected roots can’t
transport adequate water and nutrients to
aboveground plant ssues. The best me to scout
for clubroot symptoms on roots is late in the
season, approximately two weeks before
swathing, when root galls should be easy to iden fy.
Prac ce good sanita on. Clubroot spreads mainly by
movement of soil that contains the hardy res ng
spores of P. brassicae. Equipment is the key way
that clubroot spreads from ﬁeld to ﬁeld.
Use a resistant variety. This can keep undetected
levels of clubroot from increasing to
economically-signiﬁcant levels.
Control weeds. Volunteer canola and suscep ble
weeds (mustard family, dock, and hoary cress) must
be controlled in the rota onal crops. If clubroot
spores are introduced during non-canola years on a
ﬁeld, these spores have nothing to infect if host
weeds and canola volunteers are controlled. With
nothing to infect, clubroot cannot reproduce and
increase its inoculum levels.
Clean newly purchased equipment. Clean used or
demo’ed equipment before it leaves the auc on site
or previous owner’s farm. Also check that the
transport truck is clean. As a precau on, you may
want to pressure wash the equipment again when it
gets to your farm. Do this in a commercial truck
wash or on the farm in a low-traﬃc grassed area
away from any cul vated soil.

2018 Equipment
Rental Rates
Contact Kneehill County ASB, 403-443-5541, for more informa on
No Till Drill 15

$17.00 per acre, $300.00/day
minimum charge

Grain Bag Roller

$50.00 per day minimum charge

Pasture Sprayer 500 gal
(30 spray width)

$150.00 per day minimum charge

Ca le Scale 10

$100.00 per day minimum charge
(Free to 4H)

Portable Livestock Chute

$100.00 per day minimum charge
(Free to 4H)

Hayland/Pasture Leveler
35 .

$225.00 per day minimum charge

Brillion Grass Seeder 12

$175.00 per day minimum charge

Herbicide Handgun Sprayer $30.00 per day minimum charge
80 gal
Insec cide Handgun Spray- $30.00 per day minimum charge
er 30 gal
Skid Mount Pneuma c
Spreader

$30.00 per day minimum charge

Mechanical Spreader

$30.00 per day minimum charge

Solar Watering System

$150.00 per week minimum charge.
(First me users get ﬁrst two weeks
free.)

Forage Probe

Sign use agreement

Grass Fer lizer Hand Crank Sign use agreement
Spreader

ASB Chairman/Councillor Wade Chris e and Ag Services
Manager Bowen Clausen present Neil Bertsch with a
commemora ve plaque and Weeds of the Prairies book in
recogni on of his service, input, and dedica on to the
Kneehill County Agricultural Service Board over his three year term.

Livestock Tag Readers

Sign use agreement

Private Land Weed Control

$75/acre plus cost of chemical
(Approx. $45.00/acre.)

Rural Crime Prevention Tips
Report all Suspicious Vehicles
• If you are repor ng a past event, call the RCMP complaint
line of your jurisdic on.
• Call and report suspicious vehicles even if no crime was
commi ed and everyone is safe. Repor ng suspicious
vehicles can lead to arrests at a later date.
• Give videos and photos of suspicious vehicles to Police.
• Do not follow a suspicious vehicle. Call Police as soon as
possible and stay on the line un l the oﬃcer tells you to
disconnect.
• Informa on to give when you call: License plate number
and province; direc on of travel; number of occupants and

their descrip on; vehicle make, model, color and year; any
dis nct markings such as bumper s ckers, dents, damage
or rust; and any weapons seen or men oned.
When to call 9-1-1
• For all medical emergencies
• When someone's health or safety is at risk
• When you see a ﬁre. Fire can spread quickly
• For all Crime in Progress
• For motor vehicle collisions where an ambulance or tow
truck is required.
Help Police Prevent The
• Always lock your home, vehicle, and outbuildings.
• Keep keys, valuables and personal informa on in a
secure, locked loca on.

Are you Prepared?
Emergency Preparedness Week is May 6—12, 2018.
Visit www.getprepared.ca to create an Emergency Plan for
your family, explore diﬀerent Emergency
scenarios, and build your own 72-hour
Emergency Kit!

Citizens In Action
Calling all Secret Agents!
We are recrui ng Kneehill County’s most
AWESOME kids to become Ci zens in
Ac on. Complete tasks and missions,
learn lessons, win prizes and have fun
doing it!
For kids ages 5—99. Call the oﬃce,
403-443-5541 to sign up!
Already a recruit? Remember to hand in
your assignments at the drop point
(located at your school’s oﬃce.)
Keep an eye out for some
seriously AWESOME tasks
coming your way, and check
out the CIA page of our
website for more updates:
www.kneehillcounty.com.
Keep up the good work!

Spring Thaw
With the natural springs in the hills and valleys already
beginning to ﬂow, and the temperatures rising (yay!), we are
an cipa ng water run oﬀ on our roadways as culverts freeze, or
become overwhelmed by sheer water volume.

With over 1200 miles of gravel roadways in Kneehill
County, we are asking for your help to iden fy
problem areas on the road.
Please call the oﬃce, 403-445-5541, or use our
Online Concern Form, if you see any of the following
(not already marked with signage or ribbons, as these have already
been priori zed):
• Plugged, frozen, or ﬁlling culverts
• Erosion along the roadways
• Overland/road ﬂooding
Please do not drive into ﬂooded areas. The road beneath the water
may be broken up or washed away, and just 15 cm (6 inches) of
standing water is enough to stall your engine. To avoid being
stranded and prevent poten al engine damage, ﬁnding an
alternate route is the safest course of ac on.

Road Bans
Eﬀec ve Friday, March 23, 2018.
Pavement and Chip Seal:
• 75% - Airport Road
(RR 23-4, From Hwy 583 South to Airport)
• 75% - Allingham Road
(TWP 32-0, From intersec on of Hwy 583 West to County
border)
• 75% - Buﬀalo Jump Road
(TWP 34-4, From Hwy 21 East to RR 22-0)
• 75% - Has e/Gorr Road
(RR 25-1, From Hwy 587 South to Hwy 583)

•
•
•
•
•

75% - Linden Home Road
( RR 25-4, from TWP 30-4 North to TWP 31-0)
75% - PBI Road
(RR 24-0, From Town of Three Hills North to TWP 32-2)
75% - Linden East
(TWP 30-4, From Hwy 806 West to County Border)
75% - Linden West
(TWP 30-4, From Town of Linden border East to Hwy 21)
75% - Wimborne Gas Plant Road
(RR 26-1& TWP 34-0, From Hwy 805 east for 1 mile, and
RR 26-1 from TWP 34-0 North to Gas Plant)

Dust Control
Kneehill County oﬀers a dust suppression treatment, for a
minimum of 125 meters to a maximum of 250 meters in front of a
residence on a municipal road allowance.
Applying dust abatement agents can greatly improve the quality of
life for those living on rural roads.
If you would like dust control treatment applied in front of your
residence, ﬁll out a Dust Control Applica on (available online or at
the County oﬃce.) The applica on, and payment, must be received
by 4:30 pm, Friday, May 11, 2018.
Kneehill County will then prepare the road surface for
either Spec Crude or Calcium Chloride, per the ratepayers request.
Calcium Chloride: $5.35 per meter, plus GST
Chlorides are a hygroscopic compound which draws moisture from
the air to keep the road surface damp even under dry, hot
condi ons.

Spec Crude: $32.50 per meter, plus GST
Crude oil seals the road. Loose par cles are coated and bound to
the surface, highly eﬀec ve for dust suppression.
Call the Opera ons Department for more informa on,
403-443-5541

Kneehill Area Solid Waste Transfer Station Facilities
*Winter hours in effect from October 1, 2017, to April 30, 2018.

Unacceptable materials will be refused!

Check out our online
Events Calendar for
upcoming events,
ASB workshops,
classes and more, at
www.kneehillcounty.com!

Box 400
Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0

