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K

neehill County has much to offer new
residents—from pristine crop land in the
west to spectacular river valleys in the
east. While this area is stunning in diversity and
natural awe, it offers unexpected challenges that
you may be unaccustomed to if you’re resettling
from an urban center.
Therefore, the following pages contain a brief
collection of vital information about Kneehill
County, and will aid you in considering
transportation, communication, and public services.
It is important to realize that county life differs from
life in an urban center. We at Kneehill County do not
want to discourage you from moving to our
municipality, but rather, to educate you on your
new role as stewards of the land.
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Z

ane Grey, the famous western writer, first
recorder the unwritten rules of the “Code of
the West.” Early settlers in this area were
bound by these unwritten rules, valuing the virtues
of hospitality, loyalty, self-reliance and respect for
the land.
Staying true to this tradition, Kneehill County has
produced our own guide to rural living to help new
citizens navigate the ways of rural life.

Agriculture remains the backbone of the local economy, complimented by a strong oil and gas industry. Since
the majority of our residents livelihood is dependent on agriculture, understanding and respecting farming
practices is a critical component of adapting to life in your new area., and enables you and your family to
build great relationships with your farming neighbours.


Dust is created from vehicles travelling on gravel roads
and by farmers working in their fields, such as when they
are harrowing or combining. Dust will be more noticeable
during dry/windy conditions.



Farmers often work around the clock, especially
during planting and harvest time. It is possible that
neighboring farms may disturb your peace and quiet.



Alberta, and many other provinces, has a “Right to Farm”
legislation. This ensures that normal agricultural practices
and operations are excempt from traditional nuisance
laws. Agriculture is an important business in the County. If
you choose to live among the farms and ranches of our
municipality, do not expect the municipal government to
intervene in the normal, day-to-day operations of your
agri-business neighbors.



Chemicals (mainly fertilizers and herbicides) are often
used in growing crops. These chemicals may be applied by
airplanes that fly early in the morning and late in the
evening. If you find you are sensitive to these substances,
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please take appropriate precautions and remain indoors
during these operations.


Animals and their manure cause objectionable odors;
there is nothing that can be done to prevent this.



Before buying lands, be aware that it may have
noxious or restricted weeds. It is the landowners
responsibility to control these weeds, and there may be
expenses involved. Some plants are poisonous to horses
and other livestock even though they are not classified as
“noxious” or “restricted.” Contact the Kneehill County
Agricultural Service Board (ASB) for further information.



Dogs harassing livestock may be legally shot. You are
responsible to keep your animals /pets on your property
or under your direct control.



If you own livestock, it is your responsibility to fence them
in, not your neighbor's responsibility to fence them out.



Water, sewer, electric, telephone, internet, cable and
other services may not be available or may not operate at
urban standards. Repairs to these services often take
much longer than in towns and cities.



Telephone communication may be a problem. It may be
difficult to obtain another line for fax or computer modem
uses. Cellular phones may have limited service.



Sewer service is not available in the municipality,
excluding most hamlets. You will need to use an approved
septic system or other treatment process. The type of soil
you have available for a leach field will be very important
in determining the cost and function of your system.
Standards are controlled and enforced by the Safety
Codes Act. Percolation tests may be necessary. Check with
an authorized agency and contact the Kneehill County
Office for further information.



In most cases, you will not have access to a supply of
treated domestic water and you will have to locate an
alternative supply. The cost for building a dugout, drilling
a well, or pumping or hauling water can be considerable.
The quality and quantity of water can vary considerably
from location to location and from season to season. It is
strongly advised that you research these issues carefully
through Alberta Environment and contact the Kneehill
County Office.
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Not all water sources can be used for watering landscape
or livestock. Licenses from Alberta Environment may be
required



Electrical service is generally available to every area of the
municipality, however, it is important to determine the
proximity to electrical power as it can be expensive to
extend power lines to your property.



It may be necessary to cross property owned by others in
order to extend electrical service. Proper easements must
be in place to allow these lines to be built.



Unless you reside in a Kneehill County hamlet, there are
no garbage services available for rural residents. In most
cases, you will be responsible for hauling your trash to the
regional landfill yourself.



Before you dig, build, tear down, demolish or otherwise
disturb existing improvements or ground, call Alberta 1
Call (1-800-242-3447) to locate all utilities and, in the case
of demolition or relocation, make certain that all utilities
have been disconnected. Even burning debris on the
ground surface may result in serious utility line damage,
such as melting an undetected underground gas line.



Emergency response times (police, fire, medical care, etc.)
cannot be guaranteed.



If your road is unpaved, it is unlikely to be paved in the
foreseeable future.



There can be problems with the legal aspects of access,
especially if you gain access across property that belongs
to others.



Any request for road development shall be in accordance
with municipal policy. Call the County Office for more
information.



Kneehill County has approximately 210 bridge sites and
1400 miles of road to maintain. There are many public
roads that are not maintained at all, such as black dirt
trails. Make sure you know what type of maintenance to
expect and who will be providing it.



Unpaved roads are not always smooth and are often
slippery when wet or icy. You will experience an increase
in vehicle maintenance costs when you regularly travel on
rural roads.



Likewise, in extreme weather, even County maintained
roads may become impassible. You may require a 4-wheel
drive vehicle for these times, as it may take up to three
days for snow removal. School buses may also be unable
to run during these times.

Dust suppression methods can be applied to gravel roads;
however, this is the landowners responsibility to request
and purchase from the County.



Many roads are considered heavy haul routes. Be aware
that large transport vehicles regularly travel many of our
roads.

Mail delivery is not available to most rural areas. Ask the
local postmaster to describe the system for your area.
Likewise, newspaper delivery is not available to most rural
areas.



Standard parcel and overnight package delivery can be a
problem for those who live in the county.







School buses travel on maintained municipal roads that
have been designated as school bus routes by the school
district. Check with your local school district to determine
what bus route services your property.
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There are many issues that can affect your property. It is important to research these items before
purchasing land.


Not all lands are buildable. You must check with the
Kneehill County Planning Department to ensure a parcel
of land may be built upon. Development permits are
required.



Existing easements may require you to allow construction
of roads, power lines, water lines, sewer lines, ect. across
your land. Make sure easements are in place to allow
utilities to be installed to your property as well.



Fences that separate properties are often misaligned with
the property lines. A legal survey of the land is the only
way to confirm the location of your property lines.



Hamlets and grouped country residential districts may
have restrictive agreements that limit the use of the
property.



You cannot assume that you can use the water that flows
across your property. Check with Water Resources,
Alberta Environment or contact the Kneehill County office.



It is your responsibility to prevent fires. Fire bans are
routinely imposed and enforced. If a fire starts on your
property, you are responsible for paying the cost of
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extinguishing that fire. Investigate the impact of this
service on your insurance.


All controlled burns require a permit from the County.



The topography of the land can tell you where the water
will go in the case of heavy precipitation. Property owners
may not interfere with a natural drainage course. When
property owners fill in ravines, they have found that the
water now drains through their house. You may be
required to have a geotechnical study conducted before
you can obtain a development permit and a plumbing
permit for a septic system.



Nature can provide you with some wonderful neighbors.
Most, such as deer and hawks, are positive additions to
the environment. However, even “harmless” animals like
deer can ross the road unexpectedly and cause traffic
accidents. Rural development encroaches on traditional
wildlife habitat. In general, it is best to enjoy wildlife from
a distance and know that if you do not handle your pets
and garbage properly, it could cause problems for you and
the wildlife.

DEVELOPING PROPERTY

SAFETY CODES PERMITS

Development is defined in the Kneehill County Land Use Bylaw
as “excavations or stockpile, a building or an addition to a
building, the change of use or a change in the intensity or use
of the land of building.” In Kneehill County, the construction of
most buildings (including all dwellings and residential accessory buildings) require an approved development permit, and
most home occupation businesses will require one as well.

Kneehill County is the accredited agency for the issuance of
Safety Codes Permits in the disciplines of building, electrical,
gas, plumbing and private sewage disposal systems (PSDS)
within the municipality. It is the owner’s responsibility to
ensure that permits have been applied for and that the
installation or construction has been inspected and approved
by the relevant Safety Codes Officer (SC0). Certified
contractors performing work (eg. Electricians) are required to
fill in their certification details on the application forms. Often,
certified contractors will take out the required permits on
behalf of their customers.

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS
Applications for development permits are reviewed by the
Kneehill County Planning and Development Department staff,
and in certain cases, by the Municipal Planning Commission,
(MPC), to ensure that the proposed development is in
accordance with the provisions of the County’s Land Use
Bylaw. The approval process will confirm that all the applicable
development standards are adhered to. Some situations may
require other government agencies to be involved in a
development and will require additional permits. For further
information, please contact the Kneehill County Planning and
Development Department.

BUILDING PERMITS
Building permit applications require a “plans review” by a
Building Safety Codes Officer, as well as a permit approval
prior to the start of construction.
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PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM PERMIT
Similar to building permits, PSDS permit applications require a
review and approval by a SCO prior to the construction and
installation of any sewage treatment system. It is
recommended that homeowners retain the services of a
certified PSDS installer prior to application; in all other cases,
certified installers are mandatory.

APPLICATIONS AND ASSITANCE
Development packages, subdivision packages, and Safety
Codes permit forms are available by contacting the Kneehill
County Planning and Development Department at the Kneehill
County Office, 403-443-5541

The Kneehill County Assessment Department determines each
individual property owner’s property assessment. The
department calculates their assessment as per provincial
legislation and guidelines.



Residential and non-residential properties are assessed at
market value using mass appraisal techniques.



Farmland is assessed per regulated rates based on the
productivity value of the land.



Industrial oilfields, manufacturing plants, and special
purposes properties are assessed using a cost approach.



Property Assessment (determined by assessor) x Tax Rate
(set by Kneehill County) = Property Tax
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PROPERTY INSPECTIONS


The assessor for Kneehill County must re-inspect all
properties within the county regularly, but cannot
reassess all properties within the same year; therefore, it
is an ongoing process. The assessor inspects to verify
existing details on the assessment roll and adjusts for any
discrepancies.



Kneehill County gives notice that an inspection of various
properties will be made during the year in the County
Section of the local newspaper.



Property Tax and Assessment Notices are prepared and
mailed to owners in June of each year, with taxes due on
October 31st of each year.



Be aware that the assessor not only prepares the County
Assessments, but is also an information source for
property owners—especially new property owners— as
the assessor can aid owners in understanding their
property assessment. To speak with an assessor, contact
the Kneehill County Municipal Office at 403-443-5541

Kneehill County Emergency Services—fire, rescue, ambulance,
and police— are all accessible by dialing 911; however, please
be aware that as a rural resident it may take longer for these
services to reach your residence due to greater travelling
distances. When calling for medical services, it is wise to also
request that your local fire department be deployed as they
are trained for medical situations and will likely be the first
able to arrive on scene.

FIRE DEPARTMENTS
There are six volunteer fire departments that form Kneehill
Emergency Services. Two of these are equipped with rescue
units. Three Hills Fire and Rescue respond to the northern half
of the county, while Linden Fire and Rescue respond to the
southern half. The other four departments are: Trochu Fire
Department, Carbon Fire Department, Acme Fire Department,
and Torrington Fire Department.

RURAL ADDRESSING
The rural addressing system assists in the delivery of
emergency services to your property. This is neither your
postal delivery address nor your legal land description; it can
be found on the blue sign near the access point to your
property. It is important to note that your rural address will
also be required for your passport application and courier
services.
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FIRE SAFETY AND FIRE PERMITS
Fire permits are mandatory and required year round. Contact
the Kneehill County Office or consult the website to obtain a
free fire permit. In cases of deteriorating conditions, a full fire
ban may be issued, which automatically voids all fire permits.
All fires must be supervised and under control at all times.
Always extinguish spot fires caused by embers, and ensure the
fire is completely out before you leave a burn site.
Burn debris in an approved concrete block fire pit or a metal
container with a sturdy wire-mesh cover to stop hot embers
from escaping.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Kneehill County Public Safety is staffed by provincially
appointed Peace Officers and provides a supplementary
enforcement service to the RCMP. Patrols are conducted
throughout the entire Kneehill County boundary, as well as the
Town of Trochu, the Town of Three Hills, the Village of Acme,
the Village of Linden, and the Village of Carbon.
The department enforces compliance with select provincial
statutes and municipal bylaws. Particular attention is paid to
infrastructure protection, public safety initiatives, and
enforcement.

Economic Development can be defined as efforts that seek to improve the economic well-being and quality
of life for a community, creating and/or retaining jobs and supporting or growing incomes and tax base.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOCUSES:


Investment Attraction

KNEEHILL COUNTY INVESTS IN HORSESHOE
CANYON TOURISM



Business retention and expansion

Press Release, July 26, 2016



Sustainable development



Working regionally



Marketing the region

At the May 10, 2016 Regular Meeting, Council moved forward
on purchasing the privately owned area icon and tourism draw,
Horseshoe Canyon. The land is located at SW 27-28-21-W4M in
the southeast part of Kneehill County. The land title was
transferred at the beginning of July, making the purchase
official.
Council discussed the Horseshoe Canyon Action Plan at the July
26 Regular Council Meeting. Immediate plans consist of
making the observation area safer for visitors, as drainage has
caused washouts in many areas.
Kneehill County Agriculture and Parks Department continues to
work on developing a long term plan to present to Council,
including recreation areas, hiking trails and other
developments that will support long term economic goals of
our area.
Reeve Bob Long is excited to have the area under our wing,
“Horseshoe Canyon is a gem in our prairie profile, a part of the
Canadian Badlands. It’s an important attraction to maintain for
our many visitors and residents to enjoy.”

PROMOTING KNEEHILL COUNTY


Showcasing the quality of life



Utilities and Services available



Taxes/mill rate and land values



Development Processes



Community Willingness for new development and
employment



Highlighting existing businesses within the community



Building relationships with the business community,
NGO’s and other municipalities for collaboration and
support of strategic goals.
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