Agricultural Initiative
Agriculture has been the backbone of Kneehill
County throughout its history and within our
communities. With this strong heritage, Economic Development’s goal will be
to work with and expand existing agricultural operations; in growth, market
development and potential diversification.
Economic Development will also look to attract new business to the County related to agriculture and Agri-tourism through the
promotion of social, economic and logistical assets of the region.
With Kneehill County Council approving this initiative to carry forward, Economic Development, in junction with other County
departments, will be looking at fostering communication with agriculture stakeholders within the County and the Province.
The initiative has been developed to look at ways to support growth in the agriculture sector through workshops to engage
producers, processors and other agriculture related businesses, as well as hosting culinary events to promote the agricultural
activity going on within the region and to bring new operations into the County.
The three themes of the initiative of promote, grow and build are the core part of the initiative to engage producers, processors and
agri-tourism operators to support existing operations in market development or diversification into high-intensity agriculture,
tourism and at the same time attracting new operations to Kneehill County. Stay tuned for initiative activities coming soon!

Camping in Kneehill County





Wash house with flush
toilets and showers

Centrally located playground

Camp kitchen

Day-use areas… and more!

$15/nt tents
$20/nt unserviced
$30/nt serviced

June 2016

Administration Building and Medical Clinic Grand Opening
The Kneehill County Administration Building and
Kneehill Medical Clinic are both now open for business. The
Grand Opening Celebration is set for July 8, 2016.

The combined building is located at 1600,
2nd Street NE in Three Hills, Alberta, east of the
Three Hills Hospital. The east entrance is for
Kneehill County, and the west entrance is
dedicated to the Medical Clinic.
The day will kick off with beef on a bun,
followed by two ribbon cutting ceremonies. The
buildings will be closed from noon to 5 pm to
accommodate the public tours throughout the
building.
“Council continues to build through planning,
both financially and strategically by setting
priorities,” said Reeve Bob Long. “It’s a
constant balance.”
Council and the medical community invite all
celebrate this accomplishment.

Agriculture Tour July 20

K

neehill
County’s
Agricultural
Service
Board (ASB) invites
residents to see for themselves
the
innovative
agricultural
projects and practices happening
right here at home.

Box 400
Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0

Beginning at the Three Hills
Rural Community Hall at 9:30 am
on Wednesday, July 20th,
attendees will then be transported to various exhibitions and
presentations covering the topics
of livestock and cropping
management.
The cost to attend the tour is
$25, and includes refreshments,
lunch, supper, and transportation
between sites. The tour promises
to
be
an
exciting
and
informative
day.
Anyone
interested in attending must
contact
Kneehill
County
at 403-443-5541 to register as
space is limited.

Noxious Weeds

Assessment Appeals



Deadline: July 19, 2016 at 4:30pm


Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2016
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: Council Chambers, Kneehill County Office
1600 – 2nd Street NE, Three Hills, AB
Purpose:
PURSUANT to sections 230, 606, and 692 of the Municipal Government Act,
Statutes of Alberta 2000, Chapter M-26, as amended, the Council of Kneehill
County in the Province of Alberta hereby gives notice of its intention to
consider proposed Land Use Bylaw No. 1718, being a bylaw to replace
Kneehill County Land Use Bylaw No. 1564.

Do you have concerns
property assessment?

with

your

Please call the office and speak with
Caroline at 403-443-5541 to discuss your
concerns prior to the deadline for appeal.

Tax Payments

Presentation: Oral and written comments and suggestions are invited and
should be addressed to the point of the proposed amendment(s). They may
be made by any person or group of persons or a person acting on his or
their behalf, who claims to be affected by the proposed amendment(s), and
by any other persons that Council wishes to hear at the hearing. Written
submissions may be made by the persons above, and must be received in
the Kneehill County office by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 10, 2016.
Oral presentations may be made at the hearing by the persons above,
whether or not they have made a written presentation. The time limit of
oral presentations is subject to the direction of the Chairman.

Penalties will accrue at 2% on all outstanding
balances.

Division 4—Glen Keiver
T: 403-443-7738
gkeiver@kneehillcounty.com

Division 1—Brian Holsworth
T: 403-572-3501
bholsworth@kneehillcounty.com

Division 6—Ken Hoppins
T: 403-442-2428
khoppins@kneehillcounty.com

Division 2—Carol Calhoun
T: 403-546-2655
ccalhoun@kneehillcounty.com

Division 7—Bobby Painter
T: 403-442-2236
bpainter@kneehillcounty.com





Deadline: October 31, 2016
2016 Tax Notices have been mailed. If you
have not received your copies, please
contact Caroline Siverson at 403-443-5541.

Division 3—Jerry Wittstock,
Deputy Reeve T: 403-546-3067
jwittstock@kneehillcounty.com

Leafy Spunge


Therefore, Take Notice that a public hearing to contemplate the proposed
Land Use Bylaw No. 1718 will be held in Kneehill County Council Chambers
at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday the 16th day of August 2016.

Documentation: Copies of the proposed Land Use Bylaw 1718 are
available electronically on the Kneehill County website at
www.kneehillcounty.com. Individual copies of the proposed Land Use
Bylaw No. 1718 are also available at the Kneehill County office during
regular office hours.



We accept payment by cheque, cash or debit
at the County office. You may also pay online
by adding “Kneehill County Taxes” to your
payees and using your full 11 digit roll
number as the account.
The County requires current contact
information for all ratepayers within the
County at all times. Please be sure to
contact
Caroline
to
update
your
information if required.

Dames Rocket

Division 5—Bob Long, Reeve
T: 403-443-5604
blong@kneehillcounty.com

Administration Office: Hours 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
1600—2nd Street, Box 400 Three Hills, AB. T0M 2A0 T: 1-403-443-5541 Toll Free: 1-866-443-5541 Email: office@kneehillcounty.com

Flowers can be
white, lavender
– pink, or purple
Four petals
Fragrant flowers
Quickly forms
infestations through
seed production








unpleasant odor
White daisy like
flower
Egg-shaped to spoon
shaped leaves that
are lobed or
toothed
 Spreads quickly
from the root.
Irregularly-lobed
leaves with spines on
margins only.
Male and female
flowers on
separate plants.

Ox-Eye Daisy

Canada Thistle

Urban and Rural Weed Inspections: Kneehill County Weed Inspector’s will be traveling throughout the County on the
lookout for invasive weeds as designated under the Alberta Invasive Weeds Act. Upon discovery of such weeds, inspectors will
inform the land owner and assist them in determining the best method of control for the specific weed identified on their
property. Rural inspections are done continually and complete urban inspections of Trochu, Three Hills, Carbon, Linden, Acme, and
all Kneehill County Hamlets will be done twice. Staff are always happy to assist in determining the best method’s of invasive weed
control and more information can be found by visiting www.kneehillcounty.com or calling ASB at 403-443-5541.

Kneehill County Solid Waste Transfer Station Facilities
Three Hills

Linden

Kneehill County(KC)

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm

Wed
10am-6pm

Tues & Thurs
10am-6pm*

Sat

Sat

Sat

Sat



All sites have Transfer Bins.



Dry rubble is taken at KC site only.



Wire, tires, scrap metal, and appliances accepted
at Linden, KC and Trochu.



Administration Office

White latex in all
parts of the plant
Deep and spreading
roots with buds
Greenish-yellow
bracts under
flowers

Pesticide containers and twine is accepted
at Three Hills site only.

Acme

Carbon

Trochu

Sat
9am-5pm

Thurs
1-7pm*

Fri & Sat



Batteries and paint cans accepted at all sites
except Carbon.



E-Waste at Linden, KC, Acme and Trochu.



Ag plastics are not taken at any of these
facilities

PLEASE NOTE: Unacceptable Materials will be Refused
ATTENTION: Kneehill County ratepayers are eligible to use the Drumheller Solid Waste
Site. Bagged household garbage and recyclables will be taken free of charge. Any use of the
rubble pit—demolition material, agricultural plastics, will be charged accordingly.

Roadside Spraying

Fire Training Structure

During the 2016 season ASB staff will continue the roadside spraying program by traveling all roads between Township Road 32-4
and north to our county border. The two ASB spray trucks will be spraying a residual herbicide and has been instructed to leave a
one meter buffer strip between the road allowance and the adjacent land owners property. As per policy, all roadside spraying will
stop 30 meters upon approaching a farmstead or residence, where buildings and trees are within 30 meters of the road allowance
and will continue 30 meters past the farmstead or residence. This area is the responsibility of the adjacent landowner except in the
situation where noxious weeds are present, in which case the Ag Fieldman will participate with the landowner to gain control.
Kneehill County is also conducting a 2 foot shoulder spray to control vegetation on all county owned gravel roads.

Reverse Fence Line Spraying

Availability of Growing Forward 2 programs is
constantly changing. Sign up for their program
announcements or join their emailing list at:
www.growingforward.alberta.ca
OR call 310-FARM (3276)
for program specific information

As mentioned above the roadside spraying program leaves a one
meter buffer strip between the road allowance and the adjacent
landowners property to prevent crop damage. In order to gain
maximum control of the invasive weeds in this area Kneehill staff
can spray from the field back onto the county road allowance in
order to control weeds within this buffer zone. This program is
offered to all Kneehill County land owners for FREE upon signing a
permission to enter form.

2016 Operating Budget: Where does your Tax Dollar Go?

Public Lands Spraying
Throughout the 2016 season the Kneehill County Agriculture
Services Staff will be intermittently spraying for invasive weeds on
county owned public lands.

The Fire Training Structure was
installed on Wednesday, June 15th at
the Kneehill County Training Centre
located at the Trochu Fire Hall. The
structure was funded by the Alberta
Community Partnership grant
program by the Alberta government
supporting regional initiatives,
including fire services.
The structure allows the fire fighters
in our region to train under the real
pressures of fire, heat and smoke.
Acme, Carbon, Linden, Three Hills,
Trochu and Torrington fire
departments have unlimited access
to the training site.
Training for our volunteer fire
fighters is also supported under this
grant allocation. Wimborne Tower
upgrades are also covered by this
grant funding. The antennas and coax
are being replaced beginning of July.

Kneehill County ASB recently completed installing a
solar aeration system, courtesy of a grant from the
Alberta Conservation Association, as well as a
floating Island system in Fyten Reservoir (Swalwell
Dam).
Some of the main objectives of this project will be;
improved water quality, the enhancements of fish
and wildlife habitat, and improving and increasing
wildlife/fish productivity at the site with the
additional objective of conservation and water
quality improvement education.
It is hoped that through improving water quality,
reducing winter and summer fish kills, improving fish
habitat, and preventing or reducing algal blooms the
overall health of the dam will be improved.
Other objectives of the project include education
opportunities such as public demonstrations on
conservation and how to improve water quality in
dugouts and creeks, as well as providing habitat for
fish and wildlife. In addition, it is expected that this
project will see an increase in wildlife and anglers to
the area promoting the beauty and amazing
landscapes and other offerings within Kneehill
County.

2016 Budget Taxes

BURN PERMITS ONLINE
Fillable form on Kneehill County
website
 Fire permits will be required year round
 Prohibited debris definition: any material

that when burned, will result in the
release to the atmosphere of dense
smoke, offensive odors or a substance,
the release of which is regulated,
prohibited by the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act.
Ex: chemical containers, rubber tires
 Offence: Light a fire without a permit

Fine: $500 (1st Offence)

Kneehill County Council continues

to Achieve through Planning
Strategic Plan 2015-2018 update

Horseshoe Canyon Investing in Tourism

Fiscal Sustainability
As elected leaders, Council strongly believes in planning for a stable
financial future. This means we will plan for a future that includes
tourism and economic development initiatives as well as multi-year
infrastructure plans.
 Encourage Economic Development
 Promote tourism
 Update financial planning policies including multi-year budgeting and
long term transportation plans

 Lobby the provincial government for sustainable funding, bridge

Safe & Viable Communities
Council recognizes the key to developing communities is
the people who live in them. Their needs and wants vary
and balancing these is important for viable and sustainable
communities.



Growth possibilities through the Land Use Bylaw
Development of services (water, transportation,
digital connectivity, medical)
Marketing tourism development opportunities
Hamlet planning for infrastructure and emergency services
Review plans for fire, emergency management and
protective services





ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
 Land Use Bylaw Review Complete, Council in 2016
 Planning: Rezoning of parcel from Agricultural to Light

















Industrial in December 2015, Torrington land exchange,
additional funding for Planning Reviews, title consolidations
Hamlet Study to be presented to Council summer of 2016
Economic Development Officer added to the Organizational
Chart
Building of the Administration/Medical office
Road Crossing Policy added
Snowplowing Policy including agreements amended
Re-classification of Rock Hill Road
New Solid Waste Management Bylaw
Changed Policy #14-15 to potentially increase water flow for
rural water installations
New regional emergency plan based on Incident Command
System
Appointment of an Emergency Advisory Committee
EMX16 Participation as a region to practice our Emergency
Operations Centre
Re-direction of Peace Officer priorities, including
re-connecting with schools, infrastructure protection
Updates to Fire Services Bylaw
Churchill Water System engineered detailed design
in progress this summer

funding and maintaining linear assessment structure
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
 Meetings with Provincial Ministers in regard to Linear Assessments
 Long term gravel acquisition with three year tender
 Budgeting: capital equipment plan updates, review of reserves
 Conference attendance at Central Alberta Business Innovation, AUMA,
Alberta Parks and Rec, Travel AB, Canadian Badlands
 Project Accountant position has further defined program costing to
prepare for specific project accounting
 Promoting tourism by establishing a plan through a Tourism and
Recreation Master Plan
 Purchase of Horseshoe Canyon (tourism expansion)
 Local honey farm visit by Council and Administration
 Investing in our local tourism: Swalwell Dam aeriation system,
Keiver’s Lake campground upgrades, Ball Diamond upgrades
in Swalwell, support for Huxley Ball Shed Project.

Citizen
Communication
Council recognizes communication is
key to a transparent and accountable
government. Citizen engagement
provides Council with information to
make informed decisions.
 Invite participation in local
government with a Public Consultation Policy and Action Plan

Think & Act Regionally

 Promote successes of Kneehill County through various mediums
 Engage wider audiences through a Social Media Policy, including

The County embraces its roll as a partner in the
Kneehill Regional Partnership, and continues to be a
strong advocate of collaboration with the
municipalities within its boundaries. We rely on our
relationships to be strong and collaborative.

more abilities of the new website
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
 Public Participation Plan adopted
 Social Media Policy adopted
 Dirt Trail Advisory Committee established leading to policy updates
 Increased news releases: Kneehill Regional Partnership meeting
April 15, Solar Energy Added to Building Dec 15, Debt Free! April 16,
Regional Emergency Exercise Feb 16, Alberta Partnership Funding for
Fire Departments June 15, On the Move office relocations Nov 15,
Open for Business March 16, Swalwell Dam Floating Island May 16.
 Newsletters (4 issues per year mailed direct to all tax payers)
 Facebook promotions
 Operations updates on Facebook and Website
 Public Consultation Sessions on Land Use Bylaw Review
 Website addition: Concern Form for citizens
 Policy in regards to Customer Service response to concerns
 Report to the Community Evening with guest speaker Doug Griffiths
 One on One with Reeve Appointments
 Economic Development networking
with organizations and stakeholders in
region
 Fire Ban clarification, better
communication system

Debt Free, Water Debenture Paid
In Progress:
Detailed Design of Churchill Water System

Report to the Community with Guest Speaker Doug Griffiths

 Build regional relationships through communications





policies.
Seek out initiatives which we can do better together
rather than apart.
Celebrate partnership successes
Identify potential shared services and delivery options.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
 Kneehill Regional Partnership continues to meet at
lease twice per year to discuss potential initiatives
 Fire Management Committee Meetings held monthly
will all fire departments in area
 Grand Opening of Administration Building and Medical
Clinic July 8
 Sale of Main Street Administration Building to
Town of Three Hills
 Continued partnership with Town of Three
Hills, Trochu, Linden, Acme and Carbon with
Peace Officer contracts for service
 Community event attendance by Peace
Officers, including schools and partnership
with stakeholders RCMP, Fire Departments
 Attendance at Starland County Ag Summer
Tour
 Invite attendance from an Urban (Three Hills
in 2015, Linden in 2016) to AAMDC
 Sponsorship of various events including the
Linden/Acme Fire Appreciation BBQ,
Seniors Week
 Letter of Support to Seniors Outreach grant
application, Kneehill Historical Society

Bridge Work 2016

