Horseshoe Can offers Stunning Views, Opportunity

neehdl County residents, guests and partners in

tourism were treated to some good fortune

Friday, September 30, when a dreary morning
transformed into blue skies and warm sunshine, just in time
for the Horseshoe Canyon Inaugural Event.

Offering stunning vistas and scenic hiking trails,
Hotseshoe Canyon is a must see attraction along Highway 9.
With over 150,000 visitors to date in 2016, the canyon
provides Kneehill County with an incredible opportunity to
promote tourism and grow economic development.

The canyon was originally purchased by Jack Lowen Sr in
1946, it was used as pasture land for his cattle with its
excellent praire wool grassland on the upper plateaus. The
land was later passed down to his sons Ralph and Jack Jr.
who also used it for grazing and hay land. The land was
further handed down to their daughters Judy Lowen
(Goodine), Cindy Lowen
(Groeneveld), Janice Lowen
(Blackie-Goodine) and son Alec
Lowen.

With an agreement to carry on the
Lowen’s family love of Horseshoe
Canyon, its long term preservation
while still allowing the public to
experience and enjoy the dramatic
natural landscape and geology, the
property was sold 1o Kneehill
County in July 2016.

Kneehill County Council sees this

nvestment i Horseshoe Canvon as 4 way to further their
strategic vision as a place to “Live, Work, Play.” Indeed, since
the purchase in July, Knechill County’s Agriculture and Parks
Department has worked tirclessly to make the site safer for
visitors, Improvements  include a staircase from the
observation deck to  the canyon floor, erosion matting and
numerous new lookouts constructed upon the hills.

Trees and shrubs will be added next spring with the
contribution of $25,000 from Canadian National Railways
and their CN Eco Connexions From The Ground Up
Program. With its parters Tree Canada and Communities in
Bloom, CN EcoConnexions helps Canadian municipalities
establish tree plantings in a sustamable manner.

Kneebiil County Counsit, staff, medical personnel and iocal delegates welcomed over 600 visttors fo the Grand Opening of the new Administration
Building and Medical Clinic July 8, 2016, Attendees enjoyed beef-on-a-bun and guided tosrs of the wew facilities.
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Tax Deadline October 31

N

The County accepts debit or cheque which can
be mailed, or you can attend our office
at 1600 - 2 Street NE, Three Hills,
Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

You may also pay at most financiol institutions
or online to “Kneehill County Taxes”
(Roll number is the account number.)

Post-dated cheques can be dropped off or
mailed at any time. Please call and confirm
that we have received your payment before

the deadline.

IMPORTANT PENALTY INFORMATION

Current taxes are due and payable without
penalty on or before October 317,
Please note that oll taxes in arrears continue
to be penalized at 2% per month.

BURN PERMITS ONLINE
Form on Kneehill County website
e Fire permits are required year round

* Prohibited debris definition:
any material that when burned, will result
in the release to the atmosphere of dense
smoke, offensive odors or a substance, the
release of which is regulated, prohibited by
the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act.
Ex: chemical containers, rubber tires

« Offence: Light a fire without a permit
Fine: $500 (1" Offence)

UTILITY POLICY CHANGES

Kneehill County Billing Policy #16-20 outlines the billing and payment
requirements for all County water and sewer services.

Current utilities are due and payable without penalty on or before the last
day of the billing month. Please note that the County may disconnect your
service if payment is outstanding after 60 days.

All utility billings are ultimately the landowner’s responsibility and the renter
moy receive @ copy.

UTILITY CONTRACT

*  The County sent out Utility Contracts around the beginning of September
in order to ensure that we have up to date information for our Utility
Accounts. Please send back os your earliest convenience.

*  You also now have the ability to request that we electronically send your
utility bills to you via email.

« The County now has the additional option of Pre-authorized Debit for
outomatic withdrawal of your bi-meonthly payment.

Contact Caroline Siverson: caroline.siverson@kneehillcounty.com

Council Meetings: 8:30 am in Council Chambers
* October 11 * October 25 * November 8
*November 22 * December 13

Agenda’s and Packages are available on our website the Friday
prior to the meeting.

wwwz&oﬁcecmmﬁmaﬁm

Division 3—Jerry Wittstock, Division 4—Glen Keiver
Deputy Reeve T: 403-546-3067 T: 403-443-7738
jwittstock@kneehilicounty.com gkeiver@kneehillcounty.com

Division 1—Brian Holsworth Division 6—Ken Hoppins

T: 403-572-3501 T:403-442-2428

bholsworth@kneehillcounty.com khoppins@kneehillcounty.com

Division 2—Carol Calhoun Division 7—Bobby Painter Division 5—Bob Long, Reeve
T: 403-546-2655 T: 403-442-2236 T: 403-443-5604
ccalhoun@kneehillcounty.com bpainter@kneehillcounty.com blong@kneehillcounty.com

Administration Office: Hours 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
1600—2nd Street NE, Box 400 Three Hills, AB. TOM 2A0 T: 1-403-443-5541 Toll Free; 1-866-443-5541 Email; office@knechillcounty.com
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Message From The Ferguson's

the Reeve BMO Fowrm. Fomily
of tire Year

It's hard to believe that harvest time is upon us and that our summer
is over, As the season changes it reminds us that all things change and
work in cycles, and our provincial/local economies are not immune
from these cyclical changes.

The winds of economic change has created challenges across the
province but due to long term vision and solid planning, Kneehill
County is well placed to handle the downturn. We have looked to
diversify our economy, tightened up our operating budgets, held the
line on local taxes, cleared ourselves of all debt, and have managed
our finances in

prudent manner. All of these have put us in a strong position going
forward into 2017 and beyond.

It's a long way from Nova Scotia to Three Hills, but
that's the trek that Don Ferguson’s father Tom made
The County Council and staff have been engaged with the province in at the age of 13 during the Great Depression. Today,

terms of the creation of the new Municipal Government Act and we the roots Tom put down have resulted in three
further generations of farming Fergusons—

are vigorously defending your interests at the provincial level. We the BMO Farm Family of the Year representing
routinely lobby the provincial government on your behalf on issues Kneehill County for 2016.
ranging from highway maintenance through to health and medical Read the full story online:
services, As a result Kneehill County has been quietly recognized by www.kneehillcounty.com/2223 /farmfamily award

both the province and other mu-

nicipalities as a
municipal leader and we continue ‘ REPLACE SMOKE
to strive to lead by example. ° ; ALARMS EVERY
On behalf of Council, 10 YEARS
myself, and Administration, we & c FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
wish you all a Happy W : OCTOBER 9-15, 2016
Thanksgiving and that the fruits : ¢
of your harvest be bountiful. W4 BEppreven korg
- Reeve Bob Long NP T8 Sty 4 advmar o the M PAY
. e ,
One - on - One with Reeve Connect with us!
Reeve Long invites you to have a > %lg www.kneehillcounty.com
; § n

coffee at the Kneehill County office.
Creating an opportunity for rate payers
and citizens to connect on a

f Facebook: Kneehill County

, Twitter: @kneehillcounty

Next date: October 24, 2016 Questions? Concerns? Comments?

one-on-one or small group setting.
You may also request your
Divisional Councillor to attend.

Please contact customer service at 403-443-5541 to organize a 30 We want to hear from you! Call us during business
minute meeting that works for you. hours or use our “Report a Concern” form online.



viunicipa ervices summer summnmar
Land Use Bylaw 1718 Highlights

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES, CEMETERIES & PARKS
Agiicilours Services Bossd: 1. Nuprer of pal:ccl§ allowed in the
Agriculture District has changed to a
* Allroad side and spot spraying has been completed for the season maximum of 5 lots per quarter section
any new or missed sites will be documented and sprayed in 2017. (incl uding the ba]ancc)

* Roadside mowing for all county owned graveled, paved or chip 2. Bare parcel lots in Agriculture District
sealed roads are nearly 2/3rds completed. require minimum 2 acres and
a maximum 5 acres.

3. Ag Buildings over 22ft* require
development permits.

Cemeteries:

o Cemetery Boundary Survey |s in progress.

e Abandoned headstones were repaired at some of the County
owned cemeteries

Parks:
e Planted 150 trees at Swalwell donated by TD Trees Canada.

e Held Inaugural event for Horseshoe Canyon on Sept. 30.

* Installed rail fence around lockout area and South perimeter
at Horseshoe Canyon.

* Brushing crew was busy this summer with site
issues and rate payer requests within row’s

¢ Conducted some base prep landscape work on the main look
out area as well as addressing the major erosion issues.
« Dirt road crew has completed 12km's of dirt

e Installed lookout platforms and stairs to give safe access the
trail upgrades and will continue until freeze up.

canyon floor.

e Created emergency access for emergency vehicles and * Maintenance crews have been busy all summer

maintence equipment to Horseshoe Canyon floor. installing a record number of replacement

Iverts, and ditch cleaning.
e Removed garbage from Orkney Lookout with Mountain View s ¢ ey €

Helicopters. * Calcium dust control is complete for the year

¢ Removed several bundles of old rusted wire and other refuse with a second application done before this

from Horseshoe Canyon. harvest
e Seasonal mowing and landscape staff have finished for season. « Bridge Inspections are being completed by
j , : Bowvalley Bridges, there are 67 inspections for
e Tourism & Recreational Master Plan Final Draft will be this year

« All bridge decks have been swept this year along

presented to Council in October.
\ with weed whacking grass back from guardrails

e Gravel crew has completed this year’s
application and have begun stockpiling again for
the 2017 season.

5 « Three Hills Shop Yard site has been prepped for
Work continues on the Trochu Grader Shed the upcoming gravel stockpile to the west of the

Shop we are stockpiling 150,000t of gravel

e Grader Storage sheds are being constructed at
Trochu Fire hall yard & Torrington Landfill and
should be completed by the end of November.

¢ New Led lighting have been installed at various
Public Works buildings, a great improvement
with lighting with cost savings.




Grain bins do not require a development permit,
however, they are required to meet the following
set-backs (100ft from the right-of-way from a
county road, 135ft from the right of way to a
provincial highway, 25ft from side and rear of
property lines)

Shelterbelts require a 135ft setback from a
primary highway and a 35ft setback from a local
county road. They also require a 100ft setback
from any intersection.

On an agricultural parcel 20 acres or less, livestock
numbers are limited. If you wish to exceed those
livestock numbers you can now apply for a
development permit to do so. A manure manage-
ment plan will need to accompany your application.
Applications to site Manufactured Housing older
than 35 years will be prohibited.

Development permit fees are double for anyone
constructing without the appropriate permit.

The Planning Department is happy to answer
any of your development questions.

Contact us to schedule Appointment:
403-143-5541

WATER & WASTEWATER

e Over 900 km's of water distribution pipeline
e 13 separate water systems operated by the County

« 6 Convenient bulk fill stations dispensing 19,491 m’ of
water as of September 30, 2016

e 153,733 m’ of water distributed within the County and
its residents as of September 30, 2016

¢ Engineering to upgrade Churchill Water System is
on-going to potentially improve the current service

WATERSYSTEMS
Selkirk, Huxley, Wimborne
* Reservoirs cleaned and inspected

Swalwell, Torrington, Wimborne
¢ Main sewer lines flushed

AQUA7
e Operators present during reservoir cleaning and
inspection

PROTECTIVE SERVICES
School Attendances/Programs

Trochu School, Acme School, Carbon School, Dr.
Elliott School and Three Hills School have all been
attended and meetings held to discuss program de-
livery from 9-1-1 lectures to bike safety.

Bylaw Enforcement

Bylaw matters include unsightly property concerns
and animals running at large. A new Animal Control
Bylaw was passed by Council in September.
Temporary fences that are encroaching on Kneehill
County right of way also has been a focus.

Kneehill County Emergency Management

Training staff on the Incident Command System
continues to be a focus of fall training.

Working with Drumheller and area municipalities on
their regional emergency plan that was approved by
the Province.

Kneehill County and regional partners are hosting
the 2016 CRESS (Central Region Emergency Social
Services) Workshop on October 27, 2016 in Three
Hills. We have 5 speakers attending including topics
on lessons learned from Lac La Biche hosting a
Reception Centre during the 2016 Fort McMurray
Wildfires, food and non-food donations at centres,
working with evacuees, and pet evacuations.

OH&S

Internal Audit to be conducted this fall by our OH&S
officer. We are also working on developing a new
Safety Manual and the Policies that define it.

Fire

Working with the Fire Management Committee on
mapping of fire areas and boundary changes as
requested by fire departments.







